
I-116-001

The views of Elliott Bay, Puget Sound, and the Olympic Mountains are

prized by many. Views are currently enjoyed by motorists and

passengers traveling on the upper deck of the existing viaduct. However,

the views for motorists and pedestrians using downtown streets in the

vicinity of the waterfront are interrupted by the existing viaduct structure.

This structure is considered by some to be a substantial visual intrusion

as well as a source of noise and shadow for the Pioneer Square Historic

District and the Central Waterfront. Impacts to views are discussed in the

Final EIS and considered in detail in Appendix D, Visual Quality

Discipline Report.

 

I-116-002

The lead agencies have identified the Bored Tunnel Alternative as the

preferred alternative due to its ability to best meet the project’s identified

purposes and needs and the support it has received from diverse

interests. The Final EIS and Appendix E contain visual simulations, and

effects on visual quality are discussed in the Final EIS as well. There is

insufficient space for additional large high-rise buildings to be developed

in the right-of-way on the east side of Alaskan Way.
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