
H-053-001

FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle appreciate receiving your

comments.

 

H-053-002

All reasonable measures would be taken to make the tunnel as safe and

secure as possible. The structure will be far more robust than the

existing viaduct. Emergency exits would be located approximately every

650 feet and would be built to conform with the current Fire and Life

Safety code. The City of Seattle also has an Emergency Management

Plan to be put in place in the event of explosions, major accidents, or

other potential major emergencies involving the tunnel.
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H-053-003

An independent Evaluation of Gray's Retrofit Proposal (July 31, 2006)

was prepared for WSDOT by TY LIN International. The evaluation found

that the proposal makes some improvements but that the foundations of

the viaduct would still remain vulnerable to earthquake damage.

Completely closing SR 99 during construction is a concern for many

people. FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle have carefully

considered the trade-offs between the amount of time that construction

would take and keeping SR 99 open to traffic. The Final EIS describes

the current construction approach for each alternative.
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H-053-004

FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle appreciate receiving your

comments on the Elevated Structure Alternative. Because the project

has evolved since comments were submitted in 2006, please refer to the

Final EIS for current information.

 

H-053-005

Construction of a new major north/south traffic corridor in the project

area to accommodate construction traffic or future traffic increases has

been determined not to be feasible. Construction impacts are described

in Chapter 6 of the Final EIS. Traffic conditions on city streets and I-5

during construction are expected to be more difficult than what is being

experienced today. Mitigation measures will be in place as described in

Chapter 8 of the Final EIS. 
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H-053-006

FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle are moving forward to

implement the project. Please see the response to comment H-053-003

concerning Gray's Retrofit Proposal. The alternatives studied in the Final

EIS will maintain capacity to efficiently move people and goods to and

through downtown Seattle.
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