SR 99: Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement Project
Final EIS - Appendix S 2004 and 2006 Comments and Responses

L-017-001

Your comments supporting the lowering of Aurora Avenue and
constructing bridges above the roadway to reconnect some of the local
surface streets are noted. The concept of enhancing neighborhood
connections across Aurora Avenue has continued to be among the
improvements considered as part of the project. Please see the Final
EIS for the current configurations proposed for each build alternative for
the project area north of the Battery Street Tunnel.

L-017-002

The Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement Project does not include specific
plans for new park and recreation facilities or specific waterfront
amenities because the purpose for the project is to provide a
replacement transportation facility that meets current seismic standards
and improves traffic safety, among other things.

The City of Seattle is leading the Central Waterfront Project to redevelop
the waterfront. The exact configuration and types of activities on the
waterfront will be decided during the planning and design process for
that project. There will be opportunities for the public to participate in that
master planning effort and to determine the future of their waterfront.
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L-017-003

The build alternatives have been refined since the 2006 Supplemental
Draft EIS, and neither the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel Alternative nor the
Elevated Structure Alternative include ferry queuing on Alaskan Way.
The preferred Bored Tunnel Alternative does not include the Alaskan
Way surface street as part of the project. The final design of the
waterfront will be determined by the Central Waterfront Project being led
by the City of Seattle and will be coordinated with Washington State
Ferries.

L-017-004

A lid was incorporated into the design of the 2006 Cut-and-Cover Tunnel
Alternative and evaluated in the 2006 Supplemental Draft EIS. It was
included in the project, due in part to numerous 2004 Draft EIS public
comments requesting the lead agencies to consider a lid in the Pike
Place/Belltown area. The proposed lid would extend north from where
SR 99 emerges from the tunnel’s north portal near Pine Street to Victor
Steinbrueck Park near Virginia Street. The design for this lid structure
with the current Cut-and-Cover Alternative is described in this Final EIS
and in Appendix B, Alternatives Description and Construction Methods
Discipline Report.
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