
B-020-001

The project team has undertaken a coordinated permitting effort

to ensure project permits and approvals are obtained in a timely

manner. This includes: 

Working closely with the utility and design groups to ensure that

appropriate permits are received during the life of the project

•

Incorporating permitting in the project base schedule•

Working closely with the project schedulers to ensure permits are

obtained in advance of all utility and construction work  

•

Holding early pre-application meetings with permitting agencies

allowing early review of design plans and environmental documents 

•

Tracking permit requirements, permits and permit commitments in a

project-wide database

•

 

B-020-002

Potential utility relocations are discussed in Chapter 6 of the Final EIS

Appendix K, Public Services and Utilities Discipline Report. 

Although costs are an important part of project planning and decision-

making, they are not part of the NEPA environmental review process.

However, overall project costs, which includes costs associated with

utility relocation, are discussed in the overall project description and are

certainly part of the lead agency decision making considerations. Costs

of relocating private utilities located in public rights-of-way are generally

borne by the utility and are not included in the project costs paid for with

public monies.

 

B-020-003

The project's proposed construction sequencing, schedule, and

construction methods for the alternatives are discussed in the Final EIS

Appendix B, Alternatives Description and Construction Methods
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Discipline Report. The development of the utility plans has occurred with

input resulting from ongoing coordination with both the private and public

utility providers to reduce the number of utility relocations to the extent

possible. 

 

B-020-004

The utility design has been developed with extensive coordination

between the utility providers and the utility engineers. PSE has

participated in this coordination. It is anticipated that such coordination

will continue in future design phases as the utility designs are finalized.

The need to have a PSE representative on site during construction will

be determined during future design phases and reflected in project

specifications as appropriate.

 

B-020-005

PSE, along with other affected private utility providers, has been and will

continue to be included in meetings and other direct communications

related to the utility relocation planning. The project utility design team is

well aware of the critical need to maintain access to utility lines for

continued operation and maintenance. These needs will be reflected in

the design of the final utility locations.

 

B-020-006

The project design team will complete the design for private utilities to

approximately a 30 percent design level. The design will then be handed

off to the private utility for final design. Private utilities will each procure

their own private property easements or franchise rights as needed.

 

B-020-007

A single mobilization and demobilization is preferred by all parties and

will be reflected in the preliminary (approximately 30 percent) utility

design plans. Private utilities will be responsible for final design.
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B-020-008

There are utilities in addition to PSE that will need to be connected to

customers before the roadway corridor is in its final state. The project will

develop preliminary design plans to approximately the 30 percent level.

The final design, including the sequencing of customer connections, is to

be addressed by the private utilities.

 

B-020-009

The details for the support and protection of utilities that are temporarily

exposed during roadway excavation can be addressed by PSE and other

private utilities as they develop their own final design, following the

project's completion of the 30 percent design phase. The lead agencies

will continue to coordinate with PSE and other utility providers on issues

such at this one.

 

B-020-010

Your concern is noted. Details for cathodic protection of utilities will

continue to be developed in coordination with PSE and other utilities as

design proceeds. Please note that the preferred Bored Tunnel

Alternative does not include replacement of the seawall. However, the

Cut-and-Cover Tunnel and Elevated Structure Alternatives do include

replacement of the seawall.

 

B-020-011

PSE's concerns and preferences are noted. Coordination on design and

contracting between PSE and the project will continue as the utility

design proceeds.

 

B-020-012

The location of the Intermediate Pressure (IP) gas main will be

determined as the design progresses, and will be coordinated with PSE.
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B-020-013

PSE's concern is noted. Based on coordination between PSE and the

project team, it is the project's understanding that horizontal directional

drilling for other utilities under PSE gas mains can be addressed

by having a well-defined entry point for the drill and that the entry point is

a few feet back from PSE gas mains.

 

B-020-014

The project's communications team will ensure that PSE will have the

opportunity to review any media releases or public notifications related to

PSE work prior to public release.
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