SR 99: Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement Project
Final EIS - Appendix S 2004 and 2006 Comments and Responses

B-021-001

The Final EIS addresses the economic cost of congestion for the
construction phase of the project within the limits of the data provided by
transportation modeling. The updated discussion of economic impacts
associated with freight mobility were described in the Appendix L,
Economics Discipline Report, of the Final EIS. The Final EIS also
includes an evaluation of impacts to freight mobility. Mitigation
measures, which include a traffic management plan, are presented in
Chapter 8 of the Final EIS and in Appendix C, Transportation Discipline
Report. These measures cannot alleviate all of the construction impacts,
but will provide some relief. The importance of the corridor for freight,
and for the local and regional economy, is understood and efforts to
minimize the impacts during construction will continue.

B-021-002

A dedicated truck corridor is not proposed on SR 99 due to limitations on
the total number of lanes that can be provided on the corridor, the
relatively small share of truck traffic compared to total users,

and general-purpose capacity requirement associated with peak period
auto demand. Off-peak traffic conditions are generally not congested on
SR 99. The issue of overall freight mobility is an important one; please
see the Final EIS for proposed mitigation measures to reduce effects to
freight mobility.

B-021-003

This project is not considering changes to the West Seattle Bridge. Use
of the dedicated bus lanes for moving freight is not recommended due to
the potential merging impacts that could be experienced at the end of the
lane under higher vehicle loads. Additionally, allowing trucks in transit
lane would likely impede operations for transit vehicles as grades on the
West Seattle Bridge would induce slower climbing speeds for trucks,
thereby backing up transit buses and causing further delay.

July 2011



SR 99: Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement Project
Final EIS - Appendix S 2004 and 2006 Comments and Responses

B-021-004

The City of Seattle designates all principal arterials as truck streets and
has also classified certain streets as Major Truck Streets. By policy, the
City will “monitor these streets and make operating, design, access
and/or service changes, as well as capital investments, to accommodate
trucks and to preserve and improve commercial transportation mobility
and access on these major truck streets.” First Avenue S. is currently
designated as a Major Truck Street by the City of Seattle.

While First Avenue S. is a Major Truck Street, it is also an important
transit corridor serving West Seattle and communities to the south.
Adding exclusive use lanes on First Avenue S. for buses and freight
would reduce vehicle carrying capacity in the corridor and likely cause
more congestion, particularly during peak travel periods. The City will
likely continue to monitor this facility and work with Metro and the freight
community to determine if joint use by transit and freight is feasible.

B-021-005

The Southwest Spokane Street Swing Bridge opens on demand, even
during rush hour traffic, due in part to tidal fluctuations and the resulting
limited window for allowing certain types of marine vehicles to pass
under the bridge. While the lower bridge could be prioritized for use by
freight, restriction of use is not proposed since the route does serve
some general-purpose users as well. Restricting buses and freight traffic
to the Spokane Street Bridge would likely divert more traffic to the
already congested upper West Seattle Bridge, further impeding general
purpose, freight, and transit operations on that bridge. Of particular
concern are those West Seattle express buses that access downtown
via SR 99, which would likely encounter longer travel times during the
peak commute hours if traffic was diverted from the lower bridge.
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B-021-006
This proposal is beyond the project area, though such a change could be
considered for implementation during the construction period.

B-021-007
For more information on the proposed mitigation measures, please refer
to the Chapter 8 of this Final EIS.
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