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Thank you for your comments. Appendix C, Transportation Discipline
Report, of the Final EIS contains updated and more in-depth information
on the transportation analyses conducted for the project than was
summarized in the 2004 Draft EIS. The Final EIS also presents a
discussion of traffic impacts on surface streets in the area as well as the
transportation management plans that are under consideration. The
2006 Supplemental Draft EIS evaluated several additional construction
approaches and provided more information on traffic impacts during
construction. The temporary bypass elevated highway referred to in your
comment has been eliminated in the current build alternatives.

Although costs are an important part of project planning and decision-
making, they are purposely not a major part of the environmental review
process. As provided in CFR 1502.23 “For purposes of complying with
the Act, the weighing of the merits and drawbacks of the various
alternatives need not be displayed in a monetary cost-benefit analysis
and should not be when there are important qualitative considerations.
Overall project costs are included with the project description and are
used for the analysis of economic impacts.

Chapter 8 in the Final EIS presents mitigation measures to address

project construction effects. Please see the Final EIS for current project
information and analysis.
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After the 2004 Draft EIS was issued, numerous comments were received
relating to the visual impacts and other negative effects of the Battery
Street Flyover Detour. As the design plans for the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel
and the Elevated Structure Alternatives evolved, the Battery Street
Flyover Detour was eliminated.
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