
I-587-001

Thank you for your comment regarding transit in the Alaskan Way

corridor. Currently, transit bus and light rail transit service serve four

stations in the vicinity of the project corridor (International

District/Chinatown, Pioneer Square, University Street, and Westlake).

The light rail service operates between Sea-Tac International Airport and

downtown Seattle, with expansion planned to the Eastside, Snohomish

County and Federal Way.

Additional transit options along the Alaskan Way corridor are outside the

scope of this project. Further, such transit service additions would be the

responsibility of the local transit agencies, such as King County Metro

and Sound Transit.
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I-587-002

Upgrades to I-5 are not included as part of this project or as mitigation.

However, one of the major benefits of the Bored Tunnel Alternative is the

ability to maintain operation of the Alaskan Way Viaduct during

construction.  The only planned closure to the corridor would be for

several weeks at the end of the construction period to connect the tunnel

with the rest of SR 99.  A detailed discussion of the construction effects

on transportation facilities and services is provided in Chapter 6 of the

Final EIS Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report.  Also included in

Chapter 6 is a listing of the planned construction mitigation activities. 
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I-587-003

Thank you for your suggestion. A lid connecting all the way up to the

Battery Street Tunnel would be very costly, not only because of

the distance, but because of the ventilation scheme required if the tunnel

was extended all the way through the Battery Street Tunnel. Structurally

supporting a lid in the area around the Elliott and Western Avenue ramps

would be challenging because the right-of-way is extremely constrained

in that location. A lid connecting the waterfront to Victor Steinbrueck Park

is part of the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel Alternative discussed in the Final

EIS.
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