
I-588-001

As stated in Chapter 3 Question 10 and Chapter 6 Question 2 of the

2006 Supplemental Draft EIS, both the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel and

Elevated Structure Alternatives could be built under any of the three

construction plans (the shorter, intermediate, or longer construction

plan). Since 2006, the project has evolved. One construction plan is

analyzed for each of the alternatives (Bored Tunnel, Cut-and-Cover

Tunnel, and Elevated Structure) in the Final EIS. Chapter 3 of the Final

EIS describes each alternative and its construction plan, and Chapter 6

describes construction effects.

 

I-588-002

FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle appreciate receiving your

comments. The lead agencies have identified the Bored Tunnel

Alternative as the preferred alternative. Replacing the Elliott Bay Seawall

would be a separate project if the Bored Tunnel Alternative is selected,

because the failing seawall does not have the potential to affect the

seismic stability of this alignment. Please see Chapter 3 in the Final EIS

for a description of the current configuration for each alternative in the

project area.

Numerous methods for replacing the seawall have been explored. The

Cut-and-Cover Tunnel Alternative would replace the seawall with the

outer wall of the tunnel from S. Washington Street up to Pine Street.

From just north of Pine to Broad Street the seawall would be replaced by

strengthening the soils and replacing the existing seawall with a new

face panel and L-wall support structure. Under the Cut-and-Cover

Tunnel and Elevated Structure Alternatives, the piers along the seawall

would remain open for business with temporary access and utilities

provided during the construction period.

 

I-588-003

No. If the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel or Elevated Structure Alternative is
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selected, detours would be necessary to route traffic off of the viaduct at

various times during construction. Restricting traffic access to the viaduct

during construction gives construction crews unrestricted access to the

facility, which shortens the project construction time and fosters

workplace safety. If the Bored Tunnel Alternative is selected, operations

on SR 99 would be maintained throughout the construction period, with

the exception of a several-week closure during the end of construction to

connect the tunnel with the remainder of SR 99.

A detailed discussion of the construction effects on transportation

facilities and services is provided in Chapter 6 of the Final EIS Appendix

C, Transportation Discipline Report. Also included in Chapter 6 is a

listing of the planned construction mitigation activities.

 

I-588-004

If the Elevated Structure Alternative is selected, the railing height will be

per state standards in order to provide a safe and reliable deterrent to

errant vehicles. Standard barrier heights vary from 2 feet 8 inches up to

3 feet 6 inches but are generally less than 3 feet. The height of the

barrier will be set during final design.

 

I-588-005

FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle appreciate receiving your

comments on the Elevated Structure Alternative. Because the project

has evolved since comments were submitted in 2006, please refer to the

Final EIS for current information.
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I-588-006

Please see the response to I-588-001 above.

 

I-588-007

Please see the response to I-588-002 above.

 

I-588-008

Please see the response to I-588-003 above.

 

I-588-009

It is likely that a severe earthquake would result in damage and the

possible collapse of buildings immediately to the east of the existing

viaduct between S. King Street and Pike Street. The collapse of these

buildings could potentially impact an elevated structure built in the place

of the existing structure. As the Bored Tunnel Alternative would be well

below the building foundations, it is not thought that the collapse of any

of these buildings would affect the tunnel.

 

I-588-010

Please see the response to I-588-004 above.

 

I-588-011

Please see the response to I-588-005 above.
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