SR 99: Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement Project
Final EIS - Appendix S 2004 and 2006 Comments and Responses July 2011



SR 99: Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement Project
Final EIS - Appendix S 2004 and 2006 Comments and Responses

[-170-001

FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle appreciate receiving your
comments on the 2004 Cut-and-Cover Tunnel Alternative. The alignment
for the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel Alternative has been refined in the Final
EIS. The lead agencies have identified the Bored Tunnel Alternative as
the preferred alternative due to its ability to best meet the project’s
identified purposes and needs and the support it has received from
diverse interests. Because the project has evolved since comments were
submitted in 2004, please refer to the Final EIS for current information.

[-170-002

The lead agencies have identified the Bored Tunnel Alternative as the
preferred alternative for this project. The Bored Tunnel Alternative
removes the Columbia Street on-ramp and Seneca Street off-ramp.
Instead, access would be provided at a full access interchange at S.
Royal Brougham Way and S. King Street. Traffic destined for downtown
would use off-ramps at S. King Street and then access a wider Alaskan
Way surface street (six lanes to Yesler Way) to access the downtown
streets via connecting east-west arterials. An advantage of this
configuration is that traffic flow between these new ramps and Alaskan
Way is expected to be more efficient than with the current ramp
configuration at Seneca and Columbia streets. In other words, all
downtown destined traffic would not congregate at one intersection,
which happens today.

For all proposed project alternatives, safe and accessible pedestrian
crossings will be provided.
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