[-649-001

Thank you for your comments. One of the main benefits of the Bored
Tunnel Alternative is the ability to maintain operations on SR 99
throughout the construction period. Current construction plans call for a
relatively short (several week) closure during the end of construction to
connect the tunnel with the remainder of SR 99. A detailed discussion of
the construction effects on transportation facilities and services is
provided in Chapter 6 of the Final EIS Appendix C, Transportation
Discipline Report. Also included in Chapter 6 is a listing of the planned
construction mitigation activities.

[-649-002

Comment noted. The project would replace an existing roadway that is
seismically vulnerable and at the end of its useful life. The project would
not represent new infrastructure built to respond to unplanned growth.
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1-649-003

The alternatives analyzed in Final EIS did not include items other than
those directly relating to replacement of the existing viaduct. High
capacity transit developments are being addressed by other agencies,
specifically Seattle Department of Transportation (e.g., South Lake
Union Streetcar), King County Metro (e.g., RapidRide), and Sound
Transit (e.g., Link Light Rail, Sounder). Potential fixed guideway HCT
alignments that have been developed in the long range plans for these
agencies did not include the SR 99/Alaskan Way Viaduct corridor.

1-649-004

The Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement Project address replacement of
a portion of the SR 99 corridor. A freeway east of 1-405 is not part of this
project.

1-649-005

Your comments are noted. Many roadways in Washington State likely
need maintenance work right now. However, the purpose of this project
is to replace a portion of SR 99. Please refer to Chapter 6 of the Final
EIS Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report, for information about
traffic effects during project construction.

July 2011



1-649-006

The Puget Sound region has many transportation needs. The Alaskan
Way Viaduct Replacement Project is focused on replacing the aging
viaduct so that it meets current safety and earthquake standards.
Information about other projects WSDOT has underway can be found at
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects.
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