
I-663-001

The lead agencies have identified the Bored Tunnel Alternative as the

preferred alternative due to its ability to best meet the project’s identified

purposes and needs and the support it has received from diverse

interests. It meets project goals better than other alternatives and with

fewer impacts. This is not to say other alternatives do not meet the

goals, just that the Bored Tunnel Alternative meets them better.

 

I-663-002

FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle appreciate receiving your

comments. As a result of the comments received on the 2006

Supplemental Draft EIS, additional planning and analysis was conducted

and presented in the 2010 Supplemental Draft EIS. 

After the 2006 Supplemental Draft EIS was published, there was not a

consensus on how to replace the viaduct along the central waterfront. In

March 2007, Governor Gregoire, former King County Executive Sims,

and former City of Seattle Mayor Nickels initiated a public process called

the Partnership Process to develop a solution for replacing the viaduct

along the central waterfront. Details about the project history are

described in Chapter 2 of the Final EIS. Because the project has evolved

since comments were submitted in 2006, please refer to this Final EIS

for the current information.

In January 2009, Governor Gregoire, former King County Executive

Sims, and former Seattle Mayor Nickels recommended replacing the

central waterfront portion of the Alaskan Way Viaduct with a single,

large-diameter bored tunnel. After the recommendation was made, the

Bored Tunnel Alternative was analyzed and compared to the Viaduct

Closed (No Build Alternative), Cut-and-Cover Tunnel, and Elevated

Structure Alternatives in the 2010 Supplemental Draft EIS. The

comments received on the 2006 Supplemental Draft EIS, subsequent

Partnership Process, and the analysis presented in the 2010
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Supplemental Draft EIS led to the lead agencies’ decision to identify the

Bored Tunnel Alternative as the preferred alternative for replacing the

viaduct along the central waterfront.
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I-663-003

Please see the Final EIS for current information about the emergency

systems proposed for the tunnel alternatives. Specific emergency rescue

plans to be used by emergency service providers during tunnel operation

will be developed once the final design of the project is complete. The

lead agencies have coordinated with emergency service providers

throughout preliminary design of the project and will continue to

coordinate with emergency providers as the project heads toward

construction and operation. The emergency evacuation system for the

tunnel will be approved by the Seattle Fire Department and will be based

on local and national standards for public safety.

 

I-663-004

The design criteria calls for the tunnel to resist forces similar or greater

than those experienced in the Nisqually Earthquake (February 2001)

without cracking or rupturing of reinforcement. The tunnel will be

designed to withstand the extreme forces of an earthquake with an

expected recurrence of 2,500 years (termed a Rare Earthquake). This is

based on sophisticated design analysis and 3D earth-structure

interaction analysis using specialized software.

See the Final EIS for current information about the design of the

preferred Bored Tunnel Alternative.
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I-663-005

Comment noted. The design of the tunnel has been guided by a Fire and

Life Safety committee comprised of tunnel ventilation, security, and

structural experts that have taken into consideration the latest safety

codes and national and international design experience. The tunnel will

be designed to withstand the extreme forces of a "Rare Earthquake," that

is, one with an expected probability of recurrence only once every 2,500

years. The tunnel will provide emergency egress and will be monitored

with state-of-the-art surveillance systems. Please note that the preferred

alternative for this project is the Bored Tunnel Alternative. Current project

information can be found in the Final EIS.
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I-663-006

Thank you for your comments. The project study area is bordered by I-5

to the east, Puget Sound to the west, Aloha Street in the north, and S.

Spokane Street in the south. The study area establishes the area for

which the transportation performance and effects of the project

alternatives are assessed. The most intensive evaluation of

transportation performance and impacts was performed on SR 99 itself.

Elsewhere in the study area, assessment focuses on capturing the

important effects and primary operational differences associated with

alternatives.

Transportation analysis takes into account population and employment

trends and transportation patterns for the region in addition to those

within the study area. Additional detail regarding traffic forecasting

methodology is provided in the Final EIS Appendix C, Transportation

Discipline Report.
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I-663-007

No changes are proposed along the S. Spokane Street Viaduct as part

of the Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement Project. However, the City of

Seattle has several changes proposed along this roadway. Details

concerning this project can be found on the City of Seattle’s website.

The proposed interchange in the south end would improve access in the

south end by adding ramps that provide connections to the stadiums and

SR 519, which connects to I-90. Providing additional connections to SR

99 in this location will be helpful in improving the congested traffic

conditions that occur along surface streets when events take place in the

stadiums. Additionally, the Stadium area interchange will separate

vehicle from rail operations. Currently, these operations are not

separated and there are times when trains block roadway connections at

S. Atlantic Street. The proposed interchange would also improve freight

connections between the Duwamish industrial area, Harbor Island, and

SR 519 and I-90. Under the Bored Tunnel and Cut-and-Cover Tunnel

Alternatives, the Columbia Street and Seneca Street ramps would no

longer exist. Access to downtown would be provided with the Stadium

area ramps. The Bored Tunnel and Cut-and-Cover Tunnel Alternatives

are anticipated to offer some improvement overall to traffic operations in

the downtown area due to the redistribution of traffic accessing SR 99 to

several east–west streets, rather than to a single street (Columbia

Street).

Analysis of intersections near the reconfigured Mercer Street and the

Stadium area, including Atlantic Street, is included in the Transportation

Discipline Report, Appendix C of the Final EIS.
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I-663-008

It is normal and appropriate for lead agencies to identify a preferred

alternative. Identification of a preferred alternative is required by

regulation for the Final EIS. All those involved made their decision after

careful review of extensive information and considering the opinions of

the general public and wide range of organizations.

 

I-663-009

City and State officials and the Expert Review Panel received sufficient

information for their purposes.
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I-663-010

In March 2007, the City of Seattle held an advisory vote. The ballot

included an Elevated Structure Alternative and a Surface-Tunnel Hybrid

Alternative.

 

I-663-011

It is normal during the course of environmental review for the funding

picture to be uncertain or incomplete. This does not preclude agencies

and decision-making officials from making informed decisions on a

preferred alternative or similar matters.
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