
I-671-001

Overall project costs are included with the project description and are

used for the analysis of economic impacts. Cost estimates for mitigation

are included in the overall project costs. These estimates, along with

other cost estimates, are refined as the planning and design process

proceeds and details are developed. All cost estimates allow for

escalation and inflation and include contingencies for unforeseen events.

The project is included in the financially-constrained long range plan

adopted by the Puget Sound Regional Council (the area’s Metropolitan

Planning Organization, or MPO). Cost estimates for the alternatives

evaluated in the Final EIS are:

Bored Tunnel – $1.96 billion•

Cut-and-Cover Tunnel – $3.0 to $3.6 billion•

Elevated Structure – $1.9 to $2.4 billion•

These cost estimates do include different elements. The Bored Tunnel

Alternative cost does not include replacing the seawall, improving the

Alaskan Way surface street, or building a streetcar. Costs for the Cut-

and Cover Tunnel and Elevated Structure Alternatives do not include

replacing the seawall between Union and Broad Streets.

 

I-671-002

Improvements north of Battery Street Tunnel do improve safety and the

transportation functions in the area by improving access to and from SR

99. Safety, mobility, and access are some of the basic needs the project

is meant to address. 

 

I-671-003

Improvements north of Battery Street Tunnel are part of the overall

project, as described in Chapter 4 of the Final EIS.
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I-671-004

The potential air quality impacts from the proposed alternatives are fully

disclosed in the Draft and Supplemental Draft EISs, and these analyses

have been revised, as applicable, for the Final EIS. 

Traffic disruptions during the construction phases will be minimized

according to the mitigation measures described in Chapter 8 of the Final

EIS, and an analysis has been included in the Final EIS to estimate the

potential air quality impacts of these disruptions. Also, see Final EIS

Appendix M, Air Discipline Report, for all the detail on the air quality

analysis performed for the the project.

 

I-671-005

The ventilation fans would be designed not to exceed either 60 dBA at

the nearest commercial uses or 57 dBA at the property line of the

nearest residential use during normal operations. Please see Chapter 5

of the Final EIS for more information about potential project noise during

operation of the facility.

 

I-671-006

The cost of congestion has as one of its components the increased

expenditure on fuel due to prolonged idling, as well as spending more

time in your car. The cost of congestion is discussed in the Economics

Discipline Report, Appendix L, of the Final EIS.

 

I-671-007

Potential changes in the number of fatalities related to operation of

proposed facilities will not be studied as part of the project. However, the

Transportation Discipline Report, Appendix C of the Final EIS, does

discuss traffic safety for each build alternative.
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