L-011-001

Since the publication of the Draft EIS in 2004, a separate project was
completed to address the concerns in this comment. The second phase
of SR 519 improvements included the Royal Brougham Way Bridge and
the 1-90/I-5 off-ramp to S. Atlantic Street. These improvements
eliminated the remaining safety issues related to surface-level rail
crossings on Royal Brougham Way, and provide safe and efficient
waterfront and stadium access for drivers and freight haulers.

Numerous measures to reduce the construction impacts on traffic in the
project corridor, and specifically in the stadium area, are described in
Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report, construction mitigation
section.

L-011-002

Please note that SR 519 was a separate project with independent
environmental analysis. The alternatives developed and evaluated for
this project have explored a reasonable range of configurations in the
south end of the project that meet the project's purpose and
accommodate surrounding activities.
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Phase 1 of the SR 519 Intermodal Access Project added a new grade
separation at S. Atlantic Street to provide grade-separated access in the
eastbound direction between First and Fourth Avenues S., 1-90, and I-5.
Phase 2 of the SR 519 Intermodal Access Project, completed in spring
2010, added a corresponding westbound connection. Construction has
started on the S. Holgate to S. King Street Viaduct Replacement Project.
This project is part of the Alaskan Way Viaduct and Seawall
Replacement Program. The S. Holgate to S. King Street Viaduct
Replacement Project will build a new section of SR 99 that will have
three lanes in each direction south of S. Royal Brougham Way and new
on- and off-ramps near the stadiums. A new S. Atlantic Street
overcrossing will improve connections between the Port of Seattle and
major freeways by allowing traffic to bypass passing trains.

The ramps associated with the interchange in the stadium area replace
the Railroad Avenue ramps between SR 99 and First Avenue S.

today. Therefore, the traffic that will use these ramps is already traveling
through the intersections in question on First Avenue S. The
reconfigured interchanges in the SR 99 corridor (west of First Avenue S.)
should help redistribute traffic somewhat away from First Avenue S. that
normally would continue north to the Railroad Avenue S. ramps. Please
see the Final EIS Chapter 5 for description of the proposed
improvements in the stadium area. Also please see Appendix C,
Transportation Discipline report.

It is likely that police traffic enforcement will continue to be needed on
game days well beyond completion of the project. Current staging of the
baseball games and especially day games generate increased

demand in the area with the evening peak hour commute. Transit service
and demand management strategies will continue to be needed to help
reduce auto traffic in the area, but they would not completely solve the
traffic congestion problems.
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The 2004 Draft EIS evaluated one construction plan that considered brief
closures of SR 99 during construction, but otherwise assumed that at
least two lanes would be provided in each direction on SR 99 or an
alternate detour route. In comments received on the 2004 Draft EIS,
many people asked the lead agencies to consider more than one
construction plan. Specifically, many people wanted to know if closing
the corridor would reduce the amount of time it takes to build the project.
To respond to this question, three different construction plans were
developed (a shorter construction plan, an intermediate construction
plan, and a longer construction plan) and evaluated in the 2006
Supplemental Draft EIS. Since 2006, the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel and
Elevated Structure Alternatives and the construction approach for each
of the alternatives have been refined. One construction plan is analyzed
for each of the alternatives (Bored Tunnel, Cut-and-Cover Tunnel, and
Elevated Structure) in the Final EIS. Chapter 3 describes each
alternative and its construction plan, and Chapter 6 describes
construction effects.

Construction has started on the S. Holgate to S. King Street Viaduct
Replacement Project. This project is part of the Alaskan Way Viaduct
and Seawall Replacement Program. The S. Holgate to S. King Street
Viaduct Replacement Project will build a new section of SR 99 that will
have three lanes in each direction south of S. Royal Brougham Way and
new on- and off-ramps near the stadiums. A new S. Atlantic Street
overcrossing will improve connections between the Port of Seattle and
major freeways by allowing traffic to bypass passing trains.

L-011-005

The Final EIS Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report, describes
the proposed pedestrian facilities near the stadiums and discusses event
traffic. Chapter 6 contains details regarding effects on pedestrian
facilities and event traffic during construction.
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Pedestrian access would be maintained at all times during construction,
although at times it may be necessary to reroute pedestrians using
temporary facilities/detours designed to minimize user inconvenience.
The Transportation Discipline Report contains proposed mitigation
measures to reduce construction effects, including in the stadium area.
These mitigation measures may be refined as construction plans evolve.

L-011-006

Your agreement with the comments submitted by the Seattle Mariners is
acknowledged. The responses to the Seattle Mariners comment letter
can be found in item B-008.
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