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[-227-001

The views of Elliott Bay, Puget Sound, and the Olympic Mountains are
prized by many. Views are currently enjoyed by motorists and
passengers traveling on the upper deck of the existing viaduct. However,
the views for motorists and pedestrians using downtown streets in the
vicinity of the waterfront are interrupted by the existing viaduct structure.
This structure is considered by some to be a substantial visual intrusion
as well as a source of noise and shadow for the Pioneer Square Historic
District and the Central Waterfront. Impacts to views are discussed in the
Final EIS and considered in detail in Appendix D, Visual Quality
Discipline Report.

The lead agencies have identified the Bored Tunnel Alternative as the
preferred alternative. A tunnel alternative would create more open space
along the waterfront. This new space could be converted into a variety of
new uses like a waterfront promenade, bike and pedestrian paths, and
expanded streetcar service. Also, if the viaduct is removed, scenic views
to, from, and along the waterfront would be opened up, making the
waterfront more attractive visually, and seem more connected to
downtown, Pioneer Square, Pike Place Market, and Belltown. Please
refer to the Final EIS for more information on how the alternatives have
developed since the 2004 Draft EIS and how the preferred alternative
was selected.

[-227-002

Yes, with either tunnel alternative, freight with hazardous and/or
flammable cargo would be prohibited in the tunnel. Instead of traveling
on SR 99 through downtown, freight with such cargo would be required
to use another route, such as Alaskan Way or I-5. While this impact
would be inconvenient to some, the lead agencies still have identified the
Bored Tunnel Alternative as the preferred alternative due to its ability to
best meet the project's identified purposes and needs.
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Impacts and mitigation related to freight transportation are discussed in
detail in Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report, of the Final EIS.

[-227-003

The cost estimates for the build alternatives have been updated since
the Draft EIS was published. Project costs are included with the project
description and are used for the analysis of economic impacts. Please
refer to the Summary Chapter of the Final EIS for a summary of the cost
and funding information for the alternatives.

[-227-004

The lead agencies have identified the Bored Tunnel Alternative as the
preferred alternative due to its ability to best meet the project’s identified
purposes and needs and the support it has received from diverse
interests. Because the project has evolved since publication of the Draft
EIS in 2004, please refer to the Final EIS for current information about
the build alternatives.

The exact configuration and types of activities provided on the
waterfront will be determined by the Central Waterfront Project led by the
City of Seattle.
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