
I-239-001

North of the Battery Street Tunnel, SR 99 needs improved connections

to and from the roadway. To clarify the need for these improvements, the

project's purpose and need statement was modified after the 2004 Draft

EIS was issued. As a result, new configurations for this area were

analyzed with the alternatives in the 2006 and 2010 Supplemental Draft

EISs. Please see the Final EIS for updated information on the

alternatives.

 

I-239-002

Besides the chambers for vehicle traffic, a waterfront tunnel would need

space for ventilation, utilities, tunnel mechanical systems such as control

wiring, and/or emergency egress. Various tunnel design alternatives

have considered different combinations of temporary and permanent

chambers. A tunnel with four lanes in each direction would not leave

enough room along the waterfront for utilities, which must be relocated

from the existing viaduct, even if they are placed in a stacked

configuration. In addition, the project has not considered providing four

lanes of traffic in either direction because this would exceed the capacity

of SR 99 north and south of the viaduct section, where there are no

plans to increase the number of lanes. 

 

I-239-003

The purpose of the Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement Project is to

provide a transportation facility with improved earthquake resistance that

maintains or improves mobility and accessibility for people and goods

along the existing Alaskan Way Viaduct Corridor. While increasing

capacity may be possible along the corridor, it is not the ultimate goal of

the project and was not considered a necessary component of the

alternatives.

The lead agencies have identified the Bored Tunnel Alternative as the

preferred alternative for this project. The long-range capacity needs of
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the corridor would be adequately served by this alternative or the other

two build alternatives analyzed in the Final EIS. Please see the Final EIS

Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report, for more information.
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