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FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle appreciate receiving your
comments on the Rebuild Alternative. After studying several retrofitting
concepts, the lead agencies found that rebuilding the viaduct would not
be a cost-effective, long-term solution that adequately addresses the
risks to public safety and the weakened state of the viaduct. Elements of
the Rebuild and Aerial Alternatives were incorporated into the Elevated
Structure Alternative, which was analyzed in the 2006 Supplemental
Draft EIS and the Final EIS. Because the project has evolved since
comments were submitted in 2004, please refer to the Final EIS for
current information.
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The tunnel alternatives are safe options. Emergency access, evacuation
routes, ventilation, and fire suppression systems will be provided. Please
see Appendix K, Public Services and Utilities Discipline Report, of the
Final EIS for more information on the proposed safety measures.

Residential and commercial development are not likely to occur in the
space where the existing viaduct is located. Much of the space would be
needed for the Alaskan Way surface street, trolley, pedestrian walkways,
bike paths, and parking. The Final EIS includes qualitative economic
analysis to help describe potential development that might result from
the project; however, planning for private development is not included in
the scope of the EIS.
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