[-254-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the Surface Alternative. This
alternative is no longer being considered. Please see the Final EIS for
information on the alternatives that were considered.

[-254-002

Constructing a bypass tunnel with an open-air roof would indeed allow a
more shallow excavation and preclude the need for ventilation while
reducing noise. Despite these advantages, the Bypass Tunnel
Alternative was eliminated as discussed in Chapter 2, Question 1 of the
2006 Supplemental Draft EIS. The Bypass Tunnel Alternative did not
meet the project's purpose because it would have increased travel times
and congestion. There are also a large number of utilities that must be
placed over the tunnel including large electric vaults; large diameter
storm drainage pipes; fiber optic duct banks; high pressure gas mains;
and several electric, water, and steam utilities serving the waterfront
businesses.

In addition to the utilities, there are structural reasons not to leave the
facility open. Leaving the structure open leaves less room for a surface
street and promenade along the water. Because of the high water table,
buoyancy calculations indicate large uplift forces that would require
extraordinary means to secure without the weight of overburden. Without
a roof, the structure would also be much more vulnerable to earthquake
forces. The buoyancy and earthquake forces can be overcome with a
robust structure, but not without adding considerably to the cost of
construction.
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[-254-003

Thank you for your interest and participation in the Alaskan Way Viaduct
Replacement Project and for your feedback on the public hearing in
Ballard (4/29/04). The lead agencies have tried to provide many
opportunities for the public to participate in this effort and to keep the
communities well-informed.
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