
I-255-001

Thank you for your comments and your careful consideration of the Draft

EIS. As a neighbor, the lead agencies recognize your concerns. The

2004 Draft EIS evaluated one construction plan that considered brief

closures of SR 99 during construction, but otherwise assumed that at

least two lanes would be provided in each direction on SR 99 or an

alternate detour route. In comments received on the 2004 Draft EIS,

many people asked the lead agencies to consider more than one

construction plan. Specifically, many people wanted to know if closing

the corridor would reduce the amount of time it takes to build the project.

To respond to this question, three different construction plans were

developed (a shorter construction plan, an intermediate construction

plan, and a longer construction plan) and evaluated in the 2006

Supplemental Draft EIS. Since 2006, the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel and

Elevated Structure Alternatives and the construction approach for each

of the alternatives have been refined. One construction plan is analyzed

for each of the alternatives (Bored Tunnel, Cut-and-Cover Tunnel, and

Elevated Structure) in the Final EIS. Chapter 3 describes each

alternative and its construction plan, and Chapter 6 describes

construction effects.

 

I-255-002

FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle appreciate receiving your

comments on the 2004 Cut-and-Cover Tunnel Alternative. The alignment

for the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel Alternative has been refined in the Final

EIS. The lead agencies have identified the Bored Tunnel Alternative as

the preferred alternative due to its ability to best meet the project’s

identified purposes and needs and the support it has received from

diverse interests. Because the project has evolved since comments were

submitted in 2004, please refer to the Final EIS for current information.
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I-255-003

An exhaust stack near Pike Place Market is no longer included in any of

the alternatives. The preferred Bored Tunnel Alternative would have two

tunnel operations buildings that include exhaust stacks. One building

would be located in the south portal area near Alaskan Way S. and

Railroad Way S., and a second building would be located in the north

portal area near 6th Avenue and Harrison Street.

 

I-255-004

Several individuals and organizations have made the suggestion that

construction noise associated with the Alaskan Way Viaduct

Replacement Project that exceeds the City of Seattle residential

nighttime noise regulations should be limited to non-residential areas.

The construction plans evaluated for noise and vibration are described in

Appendix B, Alternatives Description and Construction Methods

Discipline Report, of the Final EIS. While actual construction plans and

activity sequencing could differ from this evaluation, the locations and

types of activities would be similar under the final sequence. This means

that there is some flexibility in the proposed construction plans.

Construction of the project may require nighttime construction activities,

and the City may require a Major Public Project Construction Noise

Variance. Construction noise mitigation requirements would be

developed and specified in the noise variance.
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I-255-005

The lead agencies recognize that the Pike Place Market area is

especially sensitive to traffic impacts during construction. Updated

construction transportation planning can be found in Chapter 6 of the

Final EIS. Detoured traffic is not expected to pass through the immediate

market area. However, nearby streets, such as First Avenue South, are

likely to see impacts to traffic as a result of detours.

 

I-255-006

Thank you for your suggested mitigation measures to minimize impacts

to businesses along the waterfront and along streets adjacent to the

construction zone. These suggestions have been considered in

preparation of the mitigation measures included in the Final EIS.

 

I-255-007

The project team uses several communication and public involvement

tools (outlined in Appendix A, Public Involvement Discipline Report) to

gather input and help shape the project throughout design and

construction. There are opportunities to attend public meetings and

community events to learn more about the project and multiple ways to

contact the project team with any questions or concerns including hotline

(1-888-AWV-LINE) or e-mail (viaduct@wsdot.wa.gov).

In addition, many forums are in place to provide feedback to the project

team:

North and south portal working groups exist today. They have been

meeting since May 2009 and they do not have a firm end date.

•

Maintenance of traffic meeting in the south end discusses upcoming

construction and potential traffic impacts. This includes stakeholders

as well as the contractor and staff from the project office.

•

Construction outreach tools such as distributing (often in person)

notices to adjacent businesses and residents about upcoming work,

•
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regular construction reports on the website and e-mail updates.

Other resources: 24-hour hotline, the website, viaduct e-mail for

comments or questions, community briefings, information booths

and community events. Many of these tools are used as

opportunities to have dialogue or discuss any issues with

stakeholders or neighbors.

•
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