
H-030-001

Currently, freight trucks carrying flammable or combustible liquids, as

well as other hazardous materials, are not allowed in the Battery Street

Tunnel and would not be allowed in a new tunnel. Flammable and

hazardous materials may also be precluded from an elevated structure,

at the discretion of the Seattle Fire Department. Transport of these

materials is prohibited on the existing viaduct during commute hours

today. Measures will be in place to ensure that tankers carrying

flammable or combustible liquids, as well as or other hazardous

materials, can still move through the city on alternate routes. The project

team is committed to working with the freight community to define

alternative routes.
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H-030-002

FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle appreciate receiving your

comments on the Rebuild Alternative. After studying several retrofitting

concepts, the lead agencies found that rebuilding the viaduct would not

be a cost-effective, long-term solution that adequately addresses the

risks to public safety and the weakened state of the viaduct. Elements of

the Rebuild and Aerial Alternatives were incorporated into the Elevated

Structure Alternative, which was analyzed in the 2006 Supplemental

Draft EIS and the Final EIS. Because the project has evolved since

comments were submitted in 2004, please refer to the Final EIS for

current information.
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H-030-003

Freight connections are important to the region, and the conditions for

freight under each alternative are discussed in the Final EIS. While traffic

during construction will be more difficult, providing a safe facility will

benefit both the general public and the maritime community.

 

H-030-004

The Bored Tunnel Alternative does not include rebuilding the Elliott and

Western Avenue ramps, while the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel and Elevated

Structure Alternatives would provide these ramps. However, with the

Bored Tunnel Alternative, access to and from neighborhoods and

commercial interests would be provided by on- and off-ramps north

of Denny Way, and in the stadium area just south of downtown as

described in Chapter 3 of the Final EIS.
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