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FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle appreciate receiving your
comments on the 2004 Cut-and-Cover Tunnel Alternative. The alignment
for the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel Alternative has been refined in the Final
EIS. The lead agencies have identified the Bored Tunnel Alternative as
the preferred alternative due to its ability to best meet the project’s
identified purposes and needs and the support it has received from
diverse interests. Because the project has evolved since comments were
submitted in 2004, please refer to the Final EIS for current information.

If the viaduct is replaced with a tunnel, very little land would become
available for commercial or residential redevelopment. What land is freed
up will be located in small parcels at sporadic locations along the
waterfront where the viaduct is currently located. The Cut-and-Cover
Tunnel would not be designed to support development on top of it and
would occupy approximately two-thirds of the Alaskan Way right-of-

way. Another major development constraint is the major utility lines
running underground, both above and to the east of the tunnel. These
major utilities, including very large drainage pipes, conveyance

pipes, and electric transmission lines, all require ongoing maintenance
access, which makes development infeasible.
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FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle appreciate receiving your
comments on the 2004 Cut-and-Cover Tunnel Alternative. The alignment
for the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel Alternative has been refined in the Final
EIS. The lead agencies have identified the Bored Tunnel Alternative as
the preferred alternative due to its ability to best meet the project’s
identified purposes and needs and the support it has received from
diverse interests. Because the project has evolved since comments were
submitted in 2004, please refer to the Final EIS for current information.
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