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By expanding the seawall further into Elliott Bay, the project would have

much greater environmental impacts than the current design. Elliott Bay

serves as a permanent or seasonal home to aquatic species, including

endangered and threatened such as Southern resident killer whales and

Puget Sound Chinook salmon. Despite urban development, the edge of

the seawall still provides habitat for the fish, wildlife, and vegetation

resources in Elliott Bay. Expansion of the seawall would permanently

and substantially affect the habitat for these resources.

Seawall construction further into Elliott Bay would also be challenging

and may produce its own set of temporary impacts. The disturbance of

sediments along the seabed could create turbidity and transport of

contaminated soils.

Many of these concerns have been emphasized by local environmental

groups, interested tribes that depend on fisheries, and state and federal

resource agencies with permitting authority. The lead agencies continue

to seek input and to work with stakeholders on how to avoid, minimize,

and mitigate impacts in Elliott Bay.
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FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle appreciate receiving your

comments and recognize your preference for the Aerial Alternative.

Elements of the Rebuild and Aerial Alternatives were incorporated into

the Elevated Structure Alternative to meet today’s safety standards while

minimizing the effects of a wider structure. This alternative was analyzed

in the 2006 Supplemental Draft EIS, and the design was refined in the

Final EIS. Because the project has evolved since comments were

submitted in 2004, please refer to the Final EIS for current information.
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FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle appreciate receiving your
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suggestions. Numerous design concepts were evaluated as described in

Chapter 2, Alternatives Development, of the Final EIS. The lead

agencies have identified the Bored Tunnel Alternative as the preferred

alternative due to its ability to best meet the project’s identified purposes

and needs and the support it has received from diverse interests.
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