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As part of the alternatives development process for this project, concepts
were considered that would replace the viaduct with a bridge over Elliott
Bay. However, these concepts were not advanced for reasons listed
below:

« A bridge over Elliott Bay would restrict navigation within Elliott Bay,
which would affect both the Port of Seattle’s container terminal
operations and the Washington State Ferry operations at Colman
Dock.

» Obtaining the necessary permits for in-water bridge construction
would be extremely difficult.

« The bridge concept has visual quality impacts that are not consistent
with the City’s existing land use and shoreline plans.

Since 2004, the lead agencies have worked with the public, other
agencies, and decision-makers to develop, refine, and evaluate possible
viaduct replacement alternatives. Please see the Final EIS for a
description of the currently proposed alternatives, their effects, and
proposed mitigation.
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