
I-401-001

Several concepts were considered that would construct a bridge over

Elliott Bay as an alternative to reconstructing the viaduct in its current

location. However, these concepts were screened out for several

reasons:

A bridge over Elliott Bay would restrict navigation within Elliott Bay,

which would affect both the Port of Seattle’s container terminal

operations and the Washington State Ferry operations at Colman

Dock.

•

Obtaining the necessary permits for in-water bridge construction

would be extremely difficult.

•

The bridge concept has visual quality impacts that are not consistent

with the City’s existing land use and shoreline plans.

•

 

I-401-002

Changing container cargo shipping facilities is outside the scope of this

project.

 

I-401-003

Thank you for your suggestion about using the viaduct to build a new

seawall and water retention facility. New materials would be used to

build the new seawall, and the old viaduct structure would be removed

and not available for other uses under all the proposed build alternatives.

 

SR 99: Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement Project

Final EIS - Appendix S 2004 and 2006 Comments and Responses July 2011



I-401-004

Under the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel and Elevated Structure Alternatives,

improvements to Alaskan Way are included as project elements. For the

Bored Tunnel Alternative, Alaskan Way improvements are not part of the

project and will be analyzed under separate environmental

documentation by the City of Seattle. In all cases, the City of Seattle

owns the property located under the viaduct structure.

 

I-401-005

A system of floating public spaces and walkways would be extremely

difficult to obtain permits from public resource agencies that safeguard

shoreline areas along the project corridor. Because of space restrictions

within the project corridor, and requirements for maintaining current

capacity, separated HOV facilities will not be incorporated into the

alternatives being considered.
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