
I-420-001

FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle appreciate receiving your

comments on the 2004 Cut-and-Cover Tunnel Alternative. The alignment

for the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel Alternative has been refined in the Final

EIS. The lead agencies have identified the Bored Tunnel Alternative as

the preferred alternative due to its ability to best meet the project’s

identified purposes and needs and the support it has received from

diverse interests. Because the project has evolved since comments were

submitted in 2004, please refer to the Final EIS for current information.

 

I-420-002

The roadway and ramp geometries at both the on- and off-ramps at the

south portal of the Battery Street Tunnel do not meet current design and

safety standards. In addition, traffic volumes on these ramps are low

compared to other ramps due to the constrained geometrics and safety

issues. The ramps will remain open to emergency vehicles for the Bored

Tunnel Alternative and would remain open to traffic in the Cut-and Cover

Alternative and Elevated Structure Alternative.

 

I-420-003

The purpose and need of the project were revised to include improving

SR 99 from the Battery Street Tunnel north to Roy Street in the 2006

Supplemental Draft EIS. The improvements included enhancements to

Mercer Street, reconnecting Thomas and Harrison Streets across SR 99,

and improving the street grid in that area. These additions to the purpose

and need address safety and access issues within the SR 99 corridor

and in adjacent neighborhoods. Depending on the alternative chosen,

improvements to the Battery Street Tunnel would be made as part of the

project. Please see the Final EIS for the current configuration of each

build alternative.
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I-420-004

Since the 2004 Draft EIS, the lead agencies have continued to work on

developing readable information for the public. We hope that you found

the information presented in the 2006 Supplemental Draft EIS, 2010

Supplemental Draft EIS, and the Final EIS clear.
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