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FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle appreciate receiving your
comments. After the 2004 Draft EIS was published, your comments
along with others led to additional planning, analysis, and the revised
alternatives presented in the 2006 Supplemental Draft EIS. Following
publication of the 2006 Supplemental Draft EIS, there was not a
consensus on how to replace the viaduct along the central waterfront. In
March 2007, Governor Gregoire, former King County Executive Sims,
and former City of Seattle Mayor Nickels initiated a public process called
the Partnership Process to develop a solution for replacing the viaduct
along the central waterfront. Details about the project history are
described in Chapter 2 of the Final EIS. Because the project has evolved
since comments were submitted in 2004, please refer to this Final EIS
for the current information.

In January 2009, Governor Gregoire, former King County Executive
Sims, and former Seattle Mayor Nickels recommended replacing the
central waterfront portion of the Alaskan Way Viaduct with a single,
large-diameter bored tunnel. After the recommendation was made, the
Bored Tunnel Alternative was analyzed and compared to the Viaduct
Closed (No Build Alternative), Cut-and-Cover Tunnel, and Elevated
Structure Alternatives in the 2010 Supplemental Draft EIS. The
comments received on the 2004 Draft and 2006 Supplemental Draft
EISs, subsequent Partnership Process, and the analysis presented in
the 2010 Supplemental Draft EIS led to the lead agencies’ decision to
identify the Bored Tunnel Alternative as the preferred alternative for
replacing the viaduct along the central waterfront.

[-462-002
Parking, ferry service, and transit are discussed in the Final EIS
Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report.
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Thank you for your comments suggesting the project consider another
alternative. The alternatives presented in the 2004 Draft EIS and the
2006 and 2010 Supplemental Draft EISs represent a reasonable range
of approaches that can meet the purpose and need for the project. Many
options were looked at during the initial phases of the project's screening
process. The screening process involved early analysis by the project
team and discussions with community groups at more than 140
community meetings and community interviews, including businesses
along the corridor. A total of 76 initial viaduct replacement concepts and
seven seawall concepts were considered, and concepts that were not
feasible, or were outside the purpose of the project were dropped from
further consideration. The most workable ideas were shaped into the
alternatives analyzed in the 2004 Draft EIS. Further screening and
analyses were conducted for the 2006 Supplemental Draft EIS. In 2010,
a second Supplemental Draft EIS was prepared to analyze the Bored
Tunnel Alternative. The Final EIS contains descriptions and analysis of
the current project alternatives.

SR 99: Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement Project
Final EIS - Appendix S 2004 and 2006 Comments and Responses July 2011



