
I-473-001

FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle appreciate receiving your

comments on the 2004 Cut-and-Cover Tunnel Alternative. The alignment

for the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel Alternative has been refined in the Final

EIS. The lead agencies have identified the Bored Tunnel Alternative as

the preferred alternative due to its ability to best meet the project’s

identified purposes and needs and the support it has received from

diverse interests. Because the project has evolved since comments were

submitted in 2004, please refer to the Final EIS for current information.

 

I-473-002

In the 2006 Supplemental Draft EIS, the proposed grade coming

northbound out of the waterfront tunnel at Pine Street is approximately

7 percent, which is within the prescribed WSDOT criteria for urban

highways. The longitudinal distance is approximately 350 feet between

where the bottom of the tunnel box breaks ground and the top of the

BNSF railroad clearance envelope. The approximate 7 percent grade set

for SR 99 maintains the preferred clearance over the BNSF railroad

tracks and the tunnel liner.

See the Final EIS for current information about the build alternatives.
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