
I-505-001

FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle appreciate receiving your

comments and recognize your preference to construct an elevated

structure that is much higher. The lead agencies have identified the

Bored Tunnel Alternative as the preferred alternative. Please see the

Final EIS for current information about the project alternatives.

 

I-505-002

Under the Bored Tunnel Alternative the final configuration of Alaskan

Way will be determined by the Central Waterfront Project being led by

the City of Seattle. If the viaduct is replaced by a tunnel, more open

space would become available. This new space could become a wide

waterfront promenade with bike and pedestrian paths.

 

I-505-003

If the preferred Bored Tunnel Alternative is selected, replacement of the

seawall would occur under a separate project, the Elliott Bay Seawall

Project, led by the City of Seattle. The redevelopment of the central

waterfront would occur under a separate project, the Central Waterfront

Project, also led by the City of Seattle.

If the Elevated Structure Alternative or Cut-and-Cover Tunnel Alternative

is selected, the replacement of the seawall would be included as part of

that alternative. For these alternatives, creating beaches is not proposed.

Recreating a natural beach would require a gently-sloping intertidal area.

To accomplish this, the shoreline would need to be pulled back well into

the Alaskan Way corridor where streets, sidewalks, open space, and

utilities would be located. Or it would require filling an area west of the

seawall - an action strongly discouraged by natural resource agencies

because of impacts to existing intertidal and nearshore habitat. Planning

and design for project alternatives preserves salmon habitat by

minimizing or avoiding digging or filling along the shoreline, and

minimizing or avoiding new overwater structures that reduce the function
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of habitat by shading them. Please see the Final EIS for current seawall

replacement design information as it applies to the Elevated Structure

Alternative and the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel Alternative.

 

I-505-004

The lead agencies are also concerned with the preservation of historic

buildings within the project area. Vibration effects and the preservation of

historic buildings are addressed in Chapters 6, Construction Effects, and

Chapter 8, Mitigation, of the Final EIS. A more detailed discussion can

be found in Appendix I, Section 106: Historic, Cultural, and

Archaeological Resources Discipline Report.
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