SR 99: Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement Project
Final EIS - Appendix S 2004 and 2006 Comments and Responses

[-513-001

With the Bored Tunnel Alternative, the final configuration of Alaskan Way
will be determined by the Central Waterfront Project being led by the City
of Seattle. The City recognizes the value of improving pedestrian
connections and providing improved public space along the waterfront
that will allow people to walk, bicycle, play, and view Elliott Bay and the
mountains. A Pike Place Market Lid has also been incorporated into the
design of the Bored Tunnel Alternative.

Additionally, improvements north of the Battery Street Tunnel would build
Aurora Avenue to grade level between Denny Way and John Street.
John, Thomas, and Harrison Streets would be connected across Aurora
Avenue with signalized intersections. These improvements would greatly
enhance connections between the South Lake Union neighborhood and
the lower Queen Anne neighborhood. See the Final EIS for more
information.

[-513-002

The lead agencies have identified the Bored Tunnel Alternative as the
preferred alternative due to its ability to best meet the project’s identified
purposes and needs and the support it has received from diverse
interests.

With the Bored Tunnel and Cut-and-Cover Tunnel Alternatives, the
southbound on-ramp at Columbia Street and the northbound off-ramp at
Seneca Street will be removed. Traffic patterns are expected to alter
slightly with removal of these ramps, and the Alaskan Way surface street
is expected to carry additional traffic to and from the central business
district. Therefore, to provide similar capacity levels as currently exist
today, six lanes of traffic on the Alaskan Way surface street are
necessary south of Yesler Way. With the Elevated Structure Alternative,
additional lanes proposed on portions of Alaskan Way are for the
purpose of improving traffic circulation and flow, especially in the vicinity
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of Colman Dock. It is expected that, overall, traffic that diverts to use
surface streets and I-5 will distribute based on available capacity of
these various roadways. At this time, there are no plans to substantially
increase capacity along I-5 through the downtown core.

[-513-003

A lid was incorporated into the design of the 2006 Cut-and-Cover Tunnel
Alternative and evaluated in the 2006 Supplemental Draft EIS. It was
included in the project, due in part to numerous 2004 Draft EIS public
comments requesting the lead agencies to consider a lid in the Pike
Place/Belltown area. The proposed lid would extend north from where
SR 99 emerges from the tunnel’s north portal near Pine Street to Victor
Steinbrueck Park near Virginia Street. The design for this lid structure
with the current Cut-and-Cover Alternative is described in this Final EIS
and in Appendix B, Alternatives Description and Construction Methods
Discipline Report.

[-513-004

Construction of the Olympic Sculpture Park in 2008 led to the indefinite
suspension of the George Benson Line Waterfront Streetcar service
because it displaced the vehicle storage and maintenance facility. King
County Metro currently provides replacement service with fare-free bus
service on the Route 99 Waterfront Streetcar Line. The routing and stop
locations for this line do not exactly duplicate those of the waterfront
streetcar; however, Route 99 serves the same neighborhoods—the
waterfront, Pioneer Square, and Chinatown/International District. With
the Bored Tunnel Alternative the final location of the streetcar will be
determined by the Central Waterfront Project being led by the City of
Seattle. Both the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel and the Elevated Structure
Alternatives include the streetcar along Alaskan Way.
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[-513-005

Comments noted. The lead agencies have identified the Bored Tunnel
Alternative as the preferred alternative. If this alternative is selected, the
final configuration of the waterfront would be determined through the
Central Waterfront Project, led by the City of Seattle.

A complete closure of SR 99 during construction, called the shorter
construction plan, was evaluated in the 2006 Supplemental Draft EIS.
Chapter 3 of the Final EIS contains current details about the construction
plan for each build alternative.

[-513-006

The Final EIS Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report, contains
discussions regarding roadway connectivity and access, transit services
and facilities, and ferry services with regard to all the build alternatives.
However, if the Bored Tunnel Alternative is selected, the final design of
Alaskan Way will be determined by the Central Waterfront Project being
led by the City of Seattle, and will be coordinated with Washington State
Ferries.

[-513-007

As part of the ongoing public involvement process, the project will
continue to coordinate with the residents, businesses, and property
owners along Alaskan Way through meetings, open houses, newsletter
updates, and e-mail. Mitigation measures addressing noise, parking,
traffic, dust and other factors are included in the Final EIS and
appendices. The lead agencies will continue to refine construction
mitigation for the preferred alternative's construction sequencing and
methods.
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