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The project alternatives have evolved since the publication of the 2004
Draft EIS. The Final EIS analyzes three build alternatives: Bored Tunnel
Alternative, Cut-and-Cover Tunnel Alternative, and the Elevated
Structure Alternative. The configurations of these alternatives, including
how the Battery Street Tunnel is addressed, are presented in the Final
EIS in Chapter 3. Please refer to the Final EIS for specific information
about locations of ramps, lane configurations, and other design elements
for each alternative. The proposed temporary Battery Street Flyover
Detour is no longer part of any alternative. Chapter 5 discusses
permanent effects and Chapter 6 discusses effects during construction.
Chapter 8 describes the proposed mitigation to address project effects,
including effects to parking.

In January 2009, Governor Gregoire, former King County Executive
Sims, and former Seattle Mayor Nickels recommended replacing the
central waterfront portion of the Alaskan Way Viaduct with a single,
large-diameter bored tunnel. After the recommendation was made, the
Bored Tunnel Alternative was analyzed and compared to the Viaduct
Closed (No Build Alternative), Cut-and-Cover Tunnel, and Elevated
Structure Alternatives in the 2010 Supplemental Draft EIS. The
comments received on the 2004 Draft and 2006 Supplemental Draft
EISs, subsequent Partnership Process, and the analysis presented in
the 2010 Supplemental Draft EIS led to the lead agencies’ decision to
identify the Bored Tunnel Alternative as the preferred alternative for
replacing the viaduct along the central waterfront.

The preferred alternative was selected due to its ability to best meet the
project’s identified purposes and needs and the support it has received
from diverse interests. Specifically, compared to the Cut-and-Cover
Tunnel and Elevated Structure Alternatives, it avoids substantial closure
of SR 99 during construction and it can be built in a shorter period of
time than the other two alternatives. Extended closure of SR 99 would
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have severe adverse effects on Seattle and the Puget Sound region.
Chapters 5 and 6 in the Final EIS provides a more in-depth comparison
of trade-offs for the three alternatives.
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