SR 99: Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement Project
Final EIS - Appendix S 2004 and 2006 Comments and Responses

T-002-001

Since 2004, the project has evolved, and the preferred Bored Tunnel
Alternative does not require any in-water work. The seawall would be
replaced by a separate project led by the City of Seattle.

The Cut-and-Cover Tunnel and Elevated Structure Alternatives would
include constructing a new seawall. The cantilevered sidewalks included
with the new seawall under these alternatives currently exist along the
Seattle waterfront. Due to their narrow profile, height, and the west to
southwest orientation of the seawall they cast very little or no shadow on
the intertidal area, depending on time of day and season. The Cut-and-
Cover Tunnel and Elevated Structure Alternatives would construct the
new seawall at or landward of the existing seawall. This would slightly
increase the area and volume of shallow water nearshore habitat in the
project area.

The overwater extension between Pier 48 and Colman Dock has been
deleted from the project, although the temporary access bridge between
these piers remains part of construction for the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel
and Elevated Structure Alternatives. Discussion of the potential shading
effects of this bridge are provided in the Final EIS and Appendix N,
Wildlife, Fish, and Vegetation Discipline Report.
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Final EIS - Appendix S 2004 and 2006 Comments and Responses

T-002-002

Please note the preferred Bored Tunnel Alternative does not include
replacing the Elliott Bay Seawall. That is now a separate project led by
the City of Seattle. For the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel and Elevated Structure
Alternatives, which include replacing the seawall, the outfalls will be
replaced in-kind at the same locations and depths, to minimize in-water
work activities and disturbance of potentially-contaminated sediments in
the nearshore environment.

T-002-003

The project team recognizes the legitimate concern of the Tribe for
potential interference with fishing conducted by the Tribe in Elliott Bay.
Any vessel movements associated with construction would be mostly in
the immediate vicinity of the Terminal 46, with occasional transit across
the open water of Elliott Bay. FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle will
continue to coordinate and consult with the Suguamish Tribe to minimize
conflicts between construction vessel movements and tribal fishing
activities and to develop mitigation as appropriate.

T-002-004

Regular consultation has continued through the development of the 2006
and 2010 Supplemental Draft EISs. Consultation is currently in process
with regards to resolution of adverse effects of the Bored Tunnel
Alternative presented in the 2010 Supplemental Draft EIS. This
consultation will result in the development of a Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA). The MOA will include provisions for the creation of a
historic properties treatment plan for the data recovery, evaluation, and
monitoring of archaeological resources. In addition, the MOA will also
result in the creation of an Unanticipated Discovery Plan for the
treatment of unanticipated archaeological resources or human remains
that are discovered during construction. The Suguamish have been one
of the tribes that have been consulted throughout this process.
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