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Since the publication of the Draft EIS in 2004, the project has evolved.

The City of Seattle is leading separate projects to improve Mercer

Street between Elliott Avenue W. and Fifth Avenue N. and from Dexter

Avenue N. to I-5, which will accommodate two-way traffic. These

improvements will coordinate roadway design and construction work with

the City to improve Mercer Street between Fifth Avenue N. and Dexter

Avenue N.

The Final EIS and Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report,

contain details about the current alternatives, traffic routes and detours

during the construction period, and mitigation measures.
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The 2004 Draft EIS evaluated one construction plan that considered brief

closures of SR 99 during construction, but otherwise assumed that at

least two lanes would be provided in each direction on SR 99 or an

alternate detour route. In comments received on the 2004 Draft EIS,

many people asked the lead agencies to consider more than one

construction plan. Specifically, many people wanted to know if closing

the corridor would reduce the amount of time it takes to build the project.

To respond to this question, three different construction plans were

developed (a shorter construction plan, an intermediate construction

plan, and a longer construction plan) and evaluated in the 2006

Supplemental Draft EIS. Since 2006, the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel and

Elevated Structure Alternatives and the construction approach for each

of the alternatives have been refined. One construction plan is analyzed

for each of the alternatives (Bored Tunnel, Cut-and-Cover Tunnel, and

Elevated Structure) in the Final EIS. Chapter 3 describes each

alternative and its construction plan, and Chapter 6 describes

construction effects.
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