
I-121-001

FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle appreciate receiving your

comments on the Bored Tunnel Alternative.

Please see the Final EIS, Appendix C, Section 5.4 for detailed

description of roadway connectivity and access for the three build

alternatives carried forward, the Bored Tunnel (Preferred Alternative),

the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel Alternative and the Elevated Structure

Alternative, including detailed descriptions of new ramps connections,

number of through lanes and access to the Battery Street Tunnel.

 

I-121-002

Chapter 9 in the 2010 Supplemental Draft EIS discussed the possibility

of tolling and effects if tolls were applied to the Bored Tunnel Alternative.

In addition, a detailed tolling analysis has been conducted for all

alternatives and is presented in this Final EIS. Please refer to Appendix

C, Transportation Discipline Report, for additional detailed analysis of

tolling impacts to transportation elements.

The Bored Tunnel Alternative has been designed with 2 lanes in each

direction in the tunnel section and would provide sufficient capacity to

efficiently move people and goods to and through downtown Seattle.

 

I-121-003

If the Bored Tunnel Alternative is selected, the Battery Street Tunnel

would be decommissioned because the alignment of the bored tunnel is

different than the current Alaskan Way Viaduct alignment. If retained, the

Battery Street Tunnel would not have anything to connect to on its south

end since the old viaduct would be removed.

If either the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel Alternative or Elevated Structure

Alternative is selected, the Battery Street Tunnel would be retrofitted for
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improved seismic safety and upgraded with safety improvements, such

as a new fire suppression system.
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