
F-001-001

The project will not have significant impacts to transit, and the Final EIS

discusses mitigation as required by CEQ and FHWA regulations. The

project includes several features that will benefit transit operations in the

downtown Seattle area. These are described in Chapter 3, Question 4 of

the Final EIS and in Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report and in

the Project Commitments section of this Record of Decision. In brief,

both the south and north portals include transit bypass lanes that will

allow buses to pass general traffic in entering the downtown street grid.

Overall transit access through downtown Seattle will be improved by the

project as it will support service through more of the street grid than is

presently possible; however, transit travel times will vary because access

points will change. This is described in the Final EIS in Chapter 5,

Question 14.
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The foreseeable transportation effects of the Bored Tunnel and

associated mitigation measures are described in Chapters 5 and 8 of the

Final EIS and in Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report. There are

no further foreseeable effects or mitigation measures to include in this

Record of Decision. FHWA, with WSDOT and SDOT, will continue to

work closely with transit service providers to ensure the entire

transportation system functions smoothly and benefits its users. We look

forward to FTA's assistance in this process.
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The Final EIS includes an analysis of the operational effects of build

alternatives on transit travel times, which are described in Chapter 5,

Question 14. The Final EIS includes a commitment to mitigate

for operational effects of tolling through the establishment of a Tolling

Advisory Committee (see Final EIS Chapter 8, Question 1). FHWA

understands transit measures will be considered by the Tolling Advisory

Committee. King County will be directly involved in the work of the

Tolling Advisory Committee.
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FHWA appreciates your comments and looks forward to working with

FTA in implementing this important project.
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