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FHWA appreciates the input from King County throughout this process.
These comments have been addressed in developing the build
alternatives, analyzing impacts, and determining mitigation
measures. For example, as requested by King County, the Tolled Bored
Tunnel Alternative includes transit bypass lanes at the tunnel portals.
These bypass lanes provide for priority transit treatment. Additionally,
WSDOT is providing more than $30 million to Metro to enhance transit
service through early 2014, and for strategies to encourage the use of
transit, teleworking and ridesharing. These funds are intended to mitigate
for construction impacts associated with the Alaskan Way Viaduct and
Seawall Replacement Program. WSDOT also funded City of Seattle
projects to add and upgrade traffic signals in the Elliott Avenue/15th
Avenue NW, West Seattle, and south of downtown corridors, and
provided funding so Metro could expand its bus monitoring system.

FHWA acknowledges that there continues to be funding challenges for
transit and other transportation modes. The King County Council's recent
adoption of the licence tab fee (on August 15, 2011) may help to
alleviate immediate funding concerns for transit (http://
www.kingcounty.gov/exec/news/release/2011/August/15CRC.aspx).
Continued efforts will be needed at the local level to provide the
funding to maintain and improve transit service.

The Final EIS includes an analysis of the operational effects of build
alternatives on transit travel times, which are described in Chapter 5,
Question 14. The Final EIS includes a commitment to mitigate
for operational effects of tolling through the establishment of a Tolling
Advisory Committee (see Final EIS Chapter 8, Question 1). FHWA
understands transit measures will be considered by the Tolling Advisory
Committee. King County will be directly involved in the work of the
Tolling Advisory Committee.
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