
I-021-001

The purpose of the project includes improving mobility for people and

goods in the SR 520 corridor, not "reducing congestion by moving more

people in the shortest amount of time possible" as stated in the

comment. The project would meet this purpose by increasing capacity

for HOVs on the SR 520 corridor and across the Montlake Cut. See

Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for a description of the Preferred Alternative,

and Chapters 5 and 6 of the Final Transportation Discipline Report for

complete information on the effects of the project on freeway and local

street operations.

 

I-021-002

The use of a tunnel to connect SR 520 to the areas north of the Montlake

Cut was evaluated in the SDEIS as part of Option K. The SDEIS found

that Option K would have considerably higher environmental effects than

Option A.

Chapter 2 of the Final EIS discusses the reasons that Option M, which

was proposed during the legislative workgroup and would have included

an immersed tube-tunnel across the Montlake Cut, was not considered a

reasonable alternative. The primary reasons for its dismissal were

environmental impact and cost. As stated in the findings of the legislative

workgroup, “Because the Montlake Cut is an environmentally sensitive

area, we believe the permitting of Option M’s wetlands impacts will be

very risky and very costly to mitigate and we believe there would be a

high likelihood of a much longer delay (12 to 24 months) in order to

negotiate the permitting issue with the US Army Corps of Engineers.”

Additionally, the Cost Review Panel was concerned that given the range

of probable costs for Option M, it was unlikely to fit within the legislatively

established budget for the project.

Under all design options, the existing Montlake Bridge would remain.
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I-021-003

Refer to response to comment I-021-002.

 

I-021-004

Improvements on I-5 are not included as part of the SR 520, I-5 to

Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV project. However, to help

improve the connection between SR 520 and I-5, the SR 520, I-5 to

Medina project includes a new reversible HOV ramp that will connect to

the existing I-5 reversible express lanes south of SR 520. The project will

not preclude future modifications to the SR 520/I-5 interchange.

 

I-021-005

The project would provide HOV lanes across the floating bridge. The

addition of HOV lanes to the corridor, with no increase in the existing

number of general-purpose lanes, is expressly intended to improve the

speed and reliability of transit service, providing an incentive to use

transit. As noted discussion of project need on page 1-6 of the SDEIS,

the prospect of substantially increased travel times in 2030 “makes it

imperative that commuters be provided with travel choices that allow

them to avoid driving along, and that the proposed project be built to

support increased use of transit and HOVs.” As discussed in section 5.1

of the SDEIS, and section 5.1 of the Final EIS, HOV and transit

commuters would experience substantial travel time benefits in 2030

with the addition of the HOV lane. Further the project includes The

Preferred Alternative includes a 14-foot-wide bicycle/pedestrian path

along the north side of SR 520 through the Montlake area and across the

Evergreen Point Bridge to the Eastside, connections to existing trails,

and additional bicycle/pedestrian improvements in the project area, all of

which will contribute to new opportunities for nonmotorized travel and

commuting. The bicycle/pedestrian lane on the floating bridge would be

on the same level as the vehicle lanes, but would be physically

separated from them. See Chapter 2 and the Description of Alternatives
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Discipline Report Addendum (Attachment 7 of the Final EIS) for

additional information.
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