
I-080-001

Section 1.10 of the Final EIS provides updated information on project

and program funding. The total program cost for the SR 520, Bridge

Replacement and HOV program, which includes the SR 520, I-5 to

Medina project, the SR 520, Medina to SR 202 project, and the SR 520,

Pontoon Construction project, is $4.65 billion. The unfunded portion of

the program is currently $1.98 billion. Section 1.10 and Section 2.8

provide further discussion on funding and how WSDOT has planned for

a potential shortfall with potential phasing for the SR 520, I-5 to Medina

project. Please see the project website for up-to-date information on

project financial information, including state and federal funding sources,

and tolling information:

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/SR520Bridge/financing.htm.

 

I-080-002

The SR 520 High-Capacity Transit Plan, which was endorsed in 2008 by

the state, King County Metro Transit, and Sound Transit, found that until

at least 2030, demand for transit in the 520 corridor could be satisfied by

bus rapid transit that runs in HOV/transit lanes, complementing Sound

Transit’s East Link on I-90. At the same time, the plan acknowledges that

after 2030 significant increases in cross-lake travel may warrant

dedicated HCT facilities in both I-90 and SR 520. Therefore, the new SR

520 bridge and associated interchanges will be built in a way that allows

the structure to accommodate a two-way light rail line or busway at a

future date.

 

I-080-003

Comment noted.

 

I-080-004

The comment is likely referring to EPA's proposed revisions to ozone

standards. The ozone standard was revised in 2008 and the region has
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experienced exceedances of the 2008 standard; however, in January

2010, EPA proposed a revision to the 2008 standard and put all area

designations to the 2008 standard on hold. A revised standard is

expected in August 2010. 

While ozone is considered a criteria pollutant, EPA standards for ozone

are implemented through regional conformity analysis rather than

through project-level conformity analysis. Ozone was analyzed as part of

the Environmental Impact Statement for Transportation 2040, the

regional transportation plan. Transportation 2040 assumes a 6-Lane

Alternative for SR 520, including two general-purpose and one HOV lane

in each direction.

Section 5.9 of the Final EIS includes a discussion of how the project

relates to regional goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
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