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Comment noted.

 

I-113-002

Increases in demand for cross-lake travel are a result of growth in

population and employment that would occur with or without the project.

The SR 520, I-5 to Medina project would complete the HOV lane system

in the corridor, improving reliability and efficiency for transit and carpools,

but would not add general-purpose lanes. Thus, the project is aligned

with improving the overall efficiency of the transportation system by

creating incentives for people to choose an alternative to driving alone.

The SR 520, I-5 to Medina project would result in immediate benefits for

transit speed and reliability in the corridor by providing high-occupancy

vehicle (HOV) lanes across the floating bridge and better HOV

connections at the Montlake and I-5 interchanges (see Section 5.1 of

both the SDEIS and Final EIS). The HOV lanes would allow for the near-

term implementation of bus rapid transit, as called for in the SR 520

High-Capacity Transit Plan. Section 2.4 of the Final EIS provides further

discussion of how the project can accommodate high capacity transit.

The project would also add a bicycle/pedestrian lane to the corridor and

provide other improvements to bicycle and pedestrian facilities and

connections (see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS and Chapter 7 of the Final

Transportation Discipline Report in Attachment 7 to the Final EIS).

The addition of a dedicated lane for transit and HOV, along with the

reduction in general-purpose demand achieved by tolling, would provide

benefits regarding greenhouse gas emissions. As discussed in Section

5.9 of the Final EIS, the Preferred Alternative would result in a 4 percent

reduction in vehicle miles traveled (VMT) in the project area  compared

to the No Build Alternative, with a corresponding 4 percent reduction in

annual fuel consumption. The reduction in VMT results in a reduction of

approximately 10 percent in GHG emissions compared to the No Build
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Alternative, which is consistent with state legislation calling for such

reductions and would contribute to other regional and national reduction

efforts. It should be noted that this estimate does not take into account

the estimated 60 percent increase in transit ridership that would be

achieved if bus rapid transit is implemented in the corridor as part of the

SR 520 High Capacity Transit Plan. Section 5.9 of the Final EIS includes

a discussion of how the project relates to regional goals to reduce

greenhouse gas emissions.
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