
I-141-001

Comment noted. WSDOT received a number of comments in support of

and in opposition to Options A, K, and L and the associated suboptions.

These opinions are summarized in the Supplemental Draft

Environmental Impact Statement Summary of Comments (WSDOT, April

2010), available at

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/SR520Bridge/SDEIS.htm.

Since publication of the SDEIS, WSDOT has identified a Preferred

Alternative, which is similar to Option A but with a number of design

refinements that would improve mobility and safety while reducing

negative effects. Chapter 2 of the Final EIS describes the Preferred

Alternative and Chapters 5 and 6 describe its environmental effects.

 

I-141-002

Section 2.4 in the Final EIS explains why initial implementation of light

rail transit on SR 520 is not planned. The decision to locate Sound

Transit’s initial east-west light rail transit corridor on I-90 rather than SR

520 has been made through extensive regional deliberation (see Table

2-2 of the Final EIS). However, while WSDOT believed that the design of

the SR 520, I-5 to Medina project already accommodated potential future

light rail, the agency worked with the City of Seattle and Sound Transit to

identify changes that would enhance the corridor’s rail compatibility. The

Preferred Alternative reflects these design changes. Light rail could be

accommodated either by converting the HOV lanes for rail use or by

adding light-rail only lanes. Both approaches would require the addition

of supplemental floating bridge pontoons to support the additional weight

of light rail, should the regional decision to add rail be made and funded.

Such a decision would need to be planned and programmed by regional

land use and transit agencies, funded by a public vote, and evaluated in

its own environmental analysis. See Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for further

information.
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I-141-003

As part of the planning process required under Engrossed Substitute

Senate Bill (ESSB) 6392, which was passed by the Washington State

Legislature in 2010, WSDOT coordinated with Sound Transit, King

County Metro Transit, the City of Seattle, and the University of

Washington during the refinement of the Preferred Alternative. This

coordination ensures that the SR 520, I-5 to Medina project will not

adversely affect transit, pedestrian, and nonmotorized facilities and

operations at the future Montlake Multimodal Center (currently known as

the Montlake Triangle), nor will it preclude future transit facility and

service improvements. The Preferred Alternative would improve transit

reliability in this area by providing HOV lanes on Montlake Boulevard

between SR 520 and the Montlake Multimodal Center and direct access

HOV ramps to and from the east; the eastbound HOV access would be

via the lid rather than the via the loop ramp. See Chapter 1 of the Final

EIS for a description of the ESSB 6392 process, and Chapter 2 for a

description of the Preferred Alternative.

Modifications for the Preferred Alternative also include changes to the

Montlake Boulevard interchange and lid to better accommodate transit.

Please see Chapter 8 of the Final Transportation Discipline Report for a

discussion of which transit facilities are included in the Preferred

Alternative as a result of the coordination efforts, and an updated

evaluation of the effect of removing the Montlake Freeway Transit

Station. The evaluation includes a discussion of changes to transit

facilities and rider connections/transfers within the Montlake area.

The Preferred Alternative would reduce effects on the Arboretum,

compared to No Build Alternative, by physically removing the existing

Lake Washington Boulevard eastbound on-ramp and westbound off-

ramp and the R.H. Thomson Expressway ramps. Access to Lake

Washington Boulevard by westbound SR 520 traffic would be moved to

a new intersection located on the Montlake Boulevard lid at 24th Avenue
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East. The profile of the roadway in the west approach has been revised

to a constant-slope profile. See Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for additional

information.

 

I-141-004

Modifications to the bus stop locations were considered as part of the

ESSB 6392 transit connections and design refinements workgroup

effort. The results of that work effort are summarized in the ESSB 6392

Transit Connections: Bus Stop Locations white paper.  It was determined

that a bus stop location on the north sidewalk of Pacific Street between

Montlake Boulevard and Pacific Place is the best location to assume in

the SR 520 Medina to I-5 Final EIS.  Other locations for bus stops are

not precluded by the SR 520 project and can be considered by the

transit agencies as they identify additional needs. See the white paper at

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/SR520Bridge/6392workgroup.htm.

 

I-141-005

See the response to comment I-141-005 regarding the Lake Washington

Boulevard Ramps, transit issues in Montlake, and the modified profile of

the west approach. The Preferred Alternative includes a considerably

larger Montlake lid than any of the SDEIS options. Running from

Montlake Boulevard to the Lake Washington shoreline, the lid would

provide better pedestrian amenities in the central part of the Montlake

neighborhood, enhanced transit facilities, and better connections to the

Arboretum, including a pedestrian crossing beneath the lid that would

link the Arboretum to East Montlake Park. The ESSB 6392 workgroup

process resulted in design refinements for the lid and interchange to

address some of the concerns in the comment. The Montlake

Interchange and connections across the Montlake Cut are key to both

local and regional transportation patterns. With a total daily traffic volume

of 53,000, the Montlake Interchange accommodates about 55% of all SR

520 traffic.
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The Final Transportation Discipline Report demonstrates improved

transportation operations with the Preferred Alternative in the Montlake

area, compared to No Build. The second bascule bridge would allow for

lane continuity between the Montlake Cut and the SR 520 Montlake

interchange, which would improve traffic operations compared to the No

Build Alternative. The bridge would provide additional capacity for

transit/HOV, bicycles, and pedestrians across the Montlake Cut. Most

notably, overall delay related to bridge openings would decrease for all

vehicles because the additional capacity would allow congestion to clear

more quickly. Chapter 6 of the Final Transportation Discipline Report

describes the changes in traffic volumes and operations on the local

streets in the Montlake interchange area.  Chapter 7 describes the

effects of the Preferred Alternative on nonmotorized transportation

facilities and connections. Chapter 8 describes the effects of the

Preferred Alternative on transit service, facilities, ridership, travel times,

and rider connections. 

 

I-141-006

In 2011, neighborhoods along the SR 520 corridor are being invited to

help develop a community construction management plan. This gives

affected residents an opportunity to be involved in how potential effects

from construction (including air quality) are managed and mitigated. The

suggestion in the comment including use of lights and signage to reduce

idling are noted.

During construction, best management practices would be used to

minimize construction emissions. For construction effects, state law

requires construction site owners and/or operators to take reasonable

precautions to prevent fugitive dust from becoming airborne. Fugitive

dust may become airborne during demolition, material transport, grading,

driving vehicles and machinery on and off the site, and wind events.

WSDOT will comply with the procedures outlined in the Memorandum of
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Agreement between WSDOT and the Puget Sound Clean Air Agency for

controlling fugitive dust (WSDOT 2008).
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