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Since the SDEIS was published, FHWA and WSDOT have developed a

Preferred Alternative that is most similar to Option A, but includes a

number of design refinements that minimize the effects presented in the

SDEIS. These refinements respond to comments made on the SDEIS

and to WSDOT’s work with many project stakeholders under Engrossed

Substitute Senate Bill (ESSB) 6392, which was passed by the

Washington State Legislature in 2010.

The Preferred Alternative has been designed to minimize SR 520’s

footprint in the west approach and across Foster Island to the maximum

extent possible while accommodating potential future light rail through

the corridor. Lane and shoulder widths have been reduced as much as

possible to keep the footprint of the bridge as narrow as possible while

allowing room for HOV lanes and the shoulders required to satisfy

current safety standards regulated by FHWA and the Association of

American State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO).

The Preferred Alternative includes a considerably larger Montlake lid

than any of the SDEIS options. Running from Montlake Boulevard to the

Lake Washington shoreline, the lid would provide better pedestrian

amenities in the central part of the Montlake neighborhood, enhanced

transit facilities, and better connections to the Arboretum, including a

pedestrian crossing beneath the lid that would link the Arboretum to East

Montlake Park. See Chapter 2of the Final EIS for a description of the

Preferred Alternative.

With implementation of the Preferred Alternative, bus stops on the lid

would accommodate both eastbound and westbound buses, replacing

the current Montlake Freeway Transit Station stops for buses traveling

between the University District and the Eastside. The Montlake lid stop

would also function as a flyer stop during the off-peak periods so that

passengers could access the SR 520 buses traveling between the
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eastside and downtown Seattle. University Link light-rail service,

expected to be operational in 2016, will accommodate some of the trips

that now use the bus stops. See Chapter 8 of the Final Transportation

Discipline Report for an updated assessment of how removal of the

Montlake Freeway Transit Station would affect transit service, rider travel

times, and connections.

 

SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Project


