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Comment noted. WSDOT received a number of comments in support of

and in opposition to Options A, K, and L and the associated suboptions.

These opinions are summarized in the Supplemental Draft

Environmental Impact Statement Summary of Comments (WSDOT, April

2010), available at

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/SR520Bridge/SDEIS.htm.

Since publication of the SDEIS, WSDOT has identified a Preferred

Alternative, which is similar to Option A but with a number of design

refinements that would improve mobility and safety while reducing

negative effects. Chapter 2 of the Final EIS describes the Preferred

Alternative and Chapters 5 and 6 describe its environmental effects.
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A noise analysis was conducted for Options A, K, and L; the results of

the analysis are included in Section 5.7 of the SDEIS and the Noise

Discipline Report (Attachment 7 to the SDEIS). Noise under Option L

would not "constitute a constructive taking of private property" as

suggested in the comment. In many locations, noise would decrease

compared to the No Build Alternative, even without noise mitigation.

Noise walls were recommended for the SDEIS design options to mitigate

noise where warranted; however, whether or not they are constructed in

areas where they are recommended would be determined by the

community. However, the Preferred Alternative evaluated in the Final

EIS includes a number of noise reduction strategies, such as 4-foot

concrete traffic barriers with noise-absorptive coating, lower speed limit

through the Portage Bay area, encapsulating expansion joints, and using

noise-absorptive materials around the Montlake lid portals.

Quieter concrete pavement is included as a design feature for Option A,

Option K, and the Preferred Alternative; however, because it is not an

FHWA-approved mitigation measure and because future pavement
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surface conditions cannot be determined with certainty, it is not included

in the noise model for the project.

Information on noise modeling results for the Preferred Alternative can

be found in Section 5.7 of the Final EIS and the Noise Discipline Report

Addendum (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS).
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The Preferred Alternative includes a full lid between Montlake Blvd and

East Montlake Park with cyclist and pedestrian connections to primary

bicycle routes and activity centers such as the UW and the Arboretum.

Aesthetic goals for the lid and its surroundings do include the points

noted in the comment: avoid towering walls and use landscaping to

screen new structures wherever possible.
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Comment noted. WSDOT received a number of comments in support of

and in opposition to Options A, K, and L and the suboptions to these

options. These opinions are summarized in the Supplemental Draft

Environmental Impact Statement Summary of Comments (WSDOT, April

2010), available at

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/SR520Bridge/SDEIS.htm.
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