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After the SDEIS was issued for public and agency review and comments

were received on the design options and suboptions, FHWA and

WSDOT developed a Preferred Alternative that is similar to Option A but

includes design refinements responsive to community and stakeholder

recommendations. The Preferred Alternative substantively addresses the

North East Seattle Community Organizations’ comments.  It would

reduce effects on the Arboretum by removing the existing Lake

Washington Boulevard eastbound on-ramp and westbound off-ramp and

the R.H. Thomson Expressway ramps. It also replaces the auxiliary lane

on the new Portage Bay Bridge with a managed shoulder, allowing for a

slightly narrower bridge as requested by stakeholders while still providing

necessary traffic management.

The Preferred Alternative would improve mobility and safety while

reducing negative effects. Please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for a

description of the Preferred Alternative design and Chapters 5 and 6 for

discussions of its environmental effects.
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