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The SDEIS transportation analysis showed that, while person-trip

demand would grow between now and 2030, vehicle-trip demand across

the 520 floating bridge in 2030 would be lower with Option A than with

the No Build Alternative. This is because the proportion of person-trips

using HOVs would increase compared to the No Build Alternative,

because of tolling on SR 520, and because completion of the HOV lane

system in the corridor would improve HOV speed and reliability,

providing an incentive for people to choose alternatives to driving alone.

These changes in demand are described in Section 5.1 of the SDEIS

and Chapter 6 of the Transportation Discipline Report (Attachment 7 to

the SDEIS).

Congestion in the Montlake area is affected by, and affects, operation on

SR 520. Part of the congestion problem on Montlake is the constrained

corridor between SR 520 and Pacific Street, especially the existing

Montlake bridge. Adding new capacity across the Montlake Cut would

help traffic in the area to flow better. Openings of the existing and new

bascule bridges would be synchronized, and the new bascule bridge

would allow for lane continuity between the Montlake Cut and the SR

520 Montlake interchange, which would improve traffic operations

compared to the No Build Alternative. The bridge would provide

additional capacity for transit/HOV, bicycles, and pedestrians across the

Montlake Cut. Most notably, overall delay related to bridge openings

would decrease for all vehicles because the additional capacity would

allow congestion to clear more quickly. Chapter 6 of Transportation

Discipline Report describes the changes in traffic volumes and

operations on the local streets in the Montlake interchange area. As

illustrated in Chapter 8 of the Transportation Discipline Report, all of the

SDEIS 6-Lane Alternative design options would provide a travel time

benefit during the off-peak periods when the Montlake drawbridge opens

as compared to the No Build Alternative.
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The transit stop provided at the Montlake lid is not the last stop for

people destined to the University of Washington or areas north of SR

520.  If people stay on their bus, as they do today, they will be able to

transfer to the University Link light rail station from the Pacific Street bus

stop.  People will be able to walk over a newly constructed pedestrian

bridge that will take them directly to the light rail station. 

Further, the Montlake Multimodal Center (in the area currently known as

the Montlake Triangle), which was collaboratively planned as part of the

2008 High Capacity Transit Plan under ESSB 609, will serve as a major

transfer point between the University Link rail station, the proposed SR

520 bus rapid transit lines, and local bus service. The Preferred

Alternative also responds to the concern expressed in the comment

regarding transit connections in the Montlake area. In accordance with

the requirements of Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill (ESSB) 6392,

WSDOT has worked collaboratively with Sound Transit, King County

Metro Transit, the City of Seattle, The University of Washington, and

other stakeholders to develop design refinements for transit connections

in the Montlake area. The workgroup considered bus stop locations and

pedestrian access among other things. Its recommendations are

described in the ESSB 6392: Design Refinements and Transit

Connections Workgroup Recommendations Report (Attachment 16 to

the Final EIS).  Chapter 8 of the Final Transportation Discipline Report

(Attachment 7 to the Final EIS) provides updated information regarding

the Montlake Multimodal Center and the effects of the SR 520, I-5 to

Medina project on transit connections in the Montlake area.
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