
I-252-001

Comment noted.

 

I-252-002

Your comments about effects on life in the East Hamlin/East Shelby area

of the Montlake neighborhood are noted. The updated text in Chapter 6

of the Final EIS describes the effects of construction on the resources in

neighborhoods resulting from project construction. Since publication of

the SDEIS, WSDOT and FHWA have identified a Preferred Alternative,

and have further refined the construction sequencing for the corridor to

address construction effects. In spring 2011, residents adjacent to the

project corridor were invited to help develop a Community Construction

Management Plan (outlined in Attachment 9 to the Final EIS). This

offered an opportunity for members of the community to influence how

construction noise and other potential construction effects (dust, visual

quality, etc.) are managed. The plan will be structured to be adaptable,

so it can handle unanticipated issues that could arise as design and

construction proceeds. WSDOT will continue to work with the

communities to update the plan as design and contracting progresses

and as more detailed information becomes available about how the

project will be built. 
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I-252-003

Chapter 6 of the SDEIS discusses potential construction effects in the

project area and mitigation and minimization measures to lessen these

effects. Mitigation measures and best management practices for the

Preferred Alternative are located in the mitigation sections of the

addenda to the Social Elements, Cultural Resources, Noise, Air Quality,

Visual Quality and Aesthetics, Transportation, and Recreation Discipline

Reports. The addenda are located in Attachment 7of the Final EIS.

Regarding property values, the value of real estate cannot be predicted

with any certainty; thus assessing a project’s effect on the value of

private property would be speculation at best. The NEPA process avoids

such speculation when supporting evidence is lacking. Regarding access

to local streets, WSDOT will maintain access to local streets wherever

feasible. If detours are necessary during construction, access to

businesses and private properties will be maintained, although they may

be different from current access points.

 

I-252-004

Construction assumptions developed for the project identify major

freeways such as I-5, SR 520, and I-405 as primary haul routes intended

to carry most project truck traffic. However, there will be times when city

streets will need to be used as secondary haul routes. Secondary haul

routes for the SR 520, I-5 to Medina project were identified based on

criteria such as shortest off-highway mileage, and providing access to

locations needed for construction where direct highway access is

unavailable.

Since publication of the SDEIS, WSDOT has refined potential haul

routes to avoid using non-arterial neighborhood streets. Local

jurisdictions can limit the use of non-arterial streets for truck traffic;

therefore, efforts were made to identify designated arterial streets for

potential use as haul routes. Local jurisdictions will determine final haul
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routes for those actions and activities that require a street use or other

jurisdictional permit. The permit process typically takes place during the

final design phase and prior to construction.

Since the SDEIS was published, WSDOT has revised the potential haul

routes. East Shelby and East Hamlin streets were identified as potential

haul routes only for Options K and L and continue to be identified for

those options in the Final EIS; however, they are not identified as

potential haul routes for Option A or the Preferred Alternative.. See

Chapter 3 of the Final EIS for additional information about potential haul

routes identified for construction of the Preferred Alternative. Your

comments about the condition of both streets are noted.

 

I-252-005

A quantitative analysis of construction air quality effects is included in the

Air Quality Discipline Report Addendum (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS).

The analysis shows annual emissions during peak construction years.

Emission factors typically decrease by year during construction as older

and less efficient equipment are phased out. The greatest amount of

emissions during construction would be produced at the Evergreen Point

Bridge and Eastside Transition areas because this location requires the

most support equipment, haul truck trips, and worker commute trips. The

tug boats used for this construction area contribute the majority of the

NOx and CO emissions. There are no state or local guidelines for

evaluating the degree of impact from construction pollutant emissions. 

 

I-252-006

Although vegetation may be removed during construction, measures

would be taken to minimize these effects, including the possibility of

revegetating the area. See the Mitigation section of the Visual Quality

and Aesthetics Discipline Report Addendum (Attachment 7 to the Final

EIS) for more information.

SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Project



I-252-007

With the Preferred Alternative, WSDOT has minimized the footprint of

the project, which would help protect vegetation in the vicinity of the

project; however, some effects to vegetation are unavoidable. See

Chapter 2 for a description of the Preferred Alternative. Under the

Preferred Alternative, specimen trees would not be removed from the

Waterfront Activities Center. However, as with Option A, specimen trees

would be removed in the UW Open Space Area for construction of the

second bascule bridge. WSDOT would take all due care during

construction to keep clearing to a minimum and protect areas adjacent to

construction from disturbance. Any collection specimens damaged or

removed during construction would be replanted or replaced in

coordination with the University of Washington Curation Committee.  

 

I-252-008

The SDEIS, section 5.2 explained that WSDOT would conduct property

acquisition and relocations in accordance with the federal Uniform

Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of

1970, as amended. Since publication of the SDEIS, WSDOT

has identified a Preferred Alternative which is similar to Option A, and

requires the acquisitions of the same two properties as that option.

Effects of acquisitions included in the Preferred Alternative are discussed

in the Land Use, Economics, and Relocations Discipline Report

Addendum.

Exhibit 21 of the Noise Discipline Report Addendum (Attachment 7 to the

Final EIS) shows the modeled noise levels for the Montlake area north of

SR 520. For the modeled locations nearest to the new bascule bridge,

noise levels would be similar to the No Build Alternative, but vary

depending on location. WSDOT will continue to work with communities

and will continue to consider potential noise reduction methods as

design development progresses.
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I-252-009

Since the SDEIS was published, FHWA and WSDOT have identified a

Preferred Alternative that is most similar to Option A, but includes a

number of design refinements that minimize the effects presented in the

SDEIS. These refinements respond to comments made on the SDEIS

and to WSDOT’s work with many project stakeholders under Engrossed

Substitute Senate Bill (ESSB) 6392, which was passed by the

Washington State Legislature in 2010. See Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for

a description of the planning process and the Preferred Alternative.

One of WSDOT’s key efforts under ESSB 6392 was to work with the

Arboretum and Botanical Garden Committee (ABCG), of which the

Arboretum Foundation is a member, to identify appropriate mitigation for

the impacts of the I-5 to Medina project on the Arboretum. This work

involved review of the Arboretum Master Plan and commitments by

WSDOT to provide funding toward a number of projects in the plan. This

8-month coordination effort resulted in the Arboretum Mitigation Plan,

which is included in Attachment 9 of the Final EIS.

 

I-252-010

Please see the response to Comment I-252-003 regarding property

values.

Additionally, mitigation measures and best management practices for

various effects are located in the mitigation sections of the addenda to

the Social Elements, Cultural Resources, Noise, Air Quality, Visual

Quality and Aesthetics, Transportation, and Recreation Discipline

Reports. The addenda are located in Attachment 7of the Final EIS.

 

I-252-011

See the response to comment I-252-004 regarding potential haul routes.
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I-252-012

With the Preferred Alternative and Option A, the second bascule bridge

across the Montlake Cut would allow for lane continuity between the

Montlake Cut and the SR 520 Montlake interchange, which would

improve traffic operations compared to the No Build Alternative. The

bridge would provide additional capacity for transit/HOV, bicycles, and

pedestrians across the Montlake Cut. Most notably, overall delay related

to bridge openings would decrease for all vehicles because the

additional capacity would allow congestion to clear more quickly. See

Section 5.1 of the Final EIS and Chapters 5 and 6 of the Final

Transportation Discipline Report for further information. In particular,

Chapter 6 describes the changes in traffic volumes and operations on

the local streets in the Montlake interchange area. Chapter 3 of the Final

EIS provides updated information on construction techniques for the new

bascule bridge.

 

I-252-013

With the noise reduction strategies associated with the Preferred

Alternative (see Chapter 2), noise walls are not recommended in the

Seattle portion of the project, except potentially along I-5 in the North

Capitol Hill area where the reasonableness and feasibility of a noise wall

is still be evaluated (see Section 5.7 of the Final EIS). In the spring of

2011, neighborhoods along the corridor, including residents in the

Montlake area north of SR 520 (e.g., Shelby, Park and Hamlin Streets),

were invited to help develop a Community Construction Management

Plan (outlined in Attachment 9 to the Final EIS). The Community

Construction Management Plan will contain specific measures designed

to protect affected properties during construction and to address quality

of life issues. This outreach effort offered an opportunity for individuals to

provide input on how construction noise and other potential construction

impacts (dust, visual quality, etc.) are managed. The plan is being

structured to be adaptable, so it can handle unanticipated issues that

may arise as design and construction proceeds. WSDOT will continue to
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work with the communities to update the plan as design and contracting

progresses and as more detailed information becomes available about

how the project will be built. The construction contract will include

restrictions on timing as applicable, which will be monitored and

enforced.

 

I-252-014

See the response to comment I-252-004 regarding potential haul routes.

Contractors working for WSDOT will be required to adhere to City of

Seattle policies for street use as well as apply for and obtain required

permits for construction. The Preferred Alternative provides parking for

East Montlake Park and access to the park via 24th Avenue East as it

exists today.

 

I-252-015

Comment noted. WSDOT will continue to work with affected

communities to develop mitigation and minimization measures

throughout the duration of the project.

 

I-252-016

See the response to comment I-252-004 regarding potential haul routes.

 

I-252-017

See the response to comment I-252-004 regarding potential haul routes.

 

I-252-018

See the response to comment I-252-004 regarding potential haul routes.

 

I-252-019

The volume of trucks required for excavation in Options K and L would

not be required for the Preferred Alternative. There are currently
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approximately 1400 trucks and buses per day on Montlake Boulevard

East at East Shelby Street. The Preferred Alternative would add about

10 trucks per day during typical construction days when the second

bascule bridge is under construction. During infrequent peak

construction activities, there could be approximately 100 trucks per day

for 1-2 days duration.

 

I-252-020

It is not anticipated that vibration would adversely affect any of the

houses in the Montlake area as construction generated vibration is not

expected to exceed 0.5 inch per second. However, WSDOT will develop

a construction vibration monitoring plan that will provide guidelines for

monitoring construction vibration at sensitive properties and structures to

avoid damage during construction in the Montlake area.  Monitoring

would take place if vibration from impact construction methods is

expected to exceed a certain threshold. Such methods include pile

driving, and vibratory sheet pile installation. There are no noise

restrictions, per se for haul trucks.  The level of noise produced by a haul

truck is shown in the SDEIS in Table 6.7-1 and is 86 dB.  This is the

typical average maximum noise level for a haul truck under normal

operation.  Haul trucks slowly ascending a steep grade may generate

noise levels above 86 dB; however, this noise is not regulated.

 

I-252-021

Under the Preferred Alternative, the permanent access to East Montlake

Park will be via 24th Avenue East. The u-turn at East Hamlin Street

would not be required because the turning movements would be

provided at the Montlake interchange.
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I-252-022

Please see the response to comment I-252-003 for information regarding

why analysis of property values is not included as part of the EIS

process.

If the project results in “real” property impacts (fee area acquisitions) the

owner will be compensated fairly. In addition to paying the owner the

market value for the property needed for the project, owners are also to

be paid for any loss in market value (damages) to the remaining portion

of the affected property. As noted in comment I-252-008, two properties

in the Montlake area would be acquired with the Preferred Alternative.

Please see the Land Use, Economics, and Relocations Discipline Report

Addendum (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS) for more information.

 

I-252-023

Traffic movements along 24th Avenue East will not include traffic

movements to East Hamlin and East Shelby street.  Roadway

improvements provided in this area will be similar to existing conditions

today, except that instead of providing access to MOHAI, northbound

access along 24th Avenue East from the new lid will be to the new

parking lot at East Montlake Park only.  East Hamlin and East Shelby

streets will not become access streets to Montlake Boulevard from Lake

Washington Boulevard.
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