
I-253-001

WSDOT policy supports the notion that people should be able to easily

and efficiently move through congested intercity corridors using many

transportation options. Section 2.4 in the Final EIS explains why initial

implementation of light rail transit on SR 520 is not planned. The

decision to locate Sound Transit’s initial east-west light rail transit

corridor on I-90 rather than SR 520 has been made through extensive

regional deliberation (see Table 2-2 of the Final EIS). However, through

coordination with Sound Transit, WSDOT has designed the Preferred

Alternative to have enhanced compatibility with potential future light rail

compared to the SDEIS design options (see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS). 

Please also see the responses to comments from the City of Seattle

Mayor’s Office, in Item L-007, regarding high capacity transit.

The SR 520, I-5 to Medina project would complete the HOV lane system

in the corridor, improving reliability and efficiency for transit and carpools,

but would not add general-purpose lanes. Thus, the project is aligned

with improving the overall efficiency of the transportation system by

creating incentives for people to choose an alternative to driving alone.

 

I-253-002

Since the SDEIS was published, FHWA and WSDOT have identified a

Preferred Alternative that is most similar to Option A, but includes a

number of design refinements that minimize the effects presented in the

SDEIS. These refinements respond to comments made on the SDEIS

and to WSDOT’s work with many project stakeholders under Engrossed

Substitute Senate Bill (ESSB) 6392, which was passed by the

Washington State Legislature in 2010. See Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for

a description of the planning process and the Preferred Alternative.

One of WSDOT’s key efforts under ESSB 6392 was to work with the

Arboretum and Botanical Garden Committee (ABCG), of which the

Arboretum Foundation is a member, to identify appropriate mitigation for
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the impacts of the I-5 to Medina project on the Arboretum. This work

involved review of the Arboretum Master Plan and commitments by

WSDOT to provide funding toward a number of projects in the plan. This

8-month coordination effort resulted in the Arboretum Mitigation Plan,

which is included in Attachment 9 of the Final EIS.

 

I-253-003

See the response to Comment I-253-001. Proposed tolling also creates

an incentive for people to choose alternatives to driving alone. The

project would result in improvements in air quality and water quality

compared to No Build (see Sections 5.8 and 5.10 of the SDEIS and Final

EIS). The existing bridge has no system to treat stormwater runoff, and

the new bridge would provide water quality treatment. Noise conditions

would also improve compared to No Build. The Preferred Alternative

includes a number of noise reduction strategies that would reduce noise

in the project area compared to both existing and no build conditions.

These strategies include but are not limited to a reduced speed limit on

the Portage Bay Bridge, and 4-foot traffic barriers with noise-absorptive

coating (see Chapter 2 and Section 5.7 of the Final EIS).

 

I-253-004

These design refinements in the Preferred Alternative respond to

comments made on the SDEIS and to WSDOT’s work with many project

stakeholders under Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill (ESSB) 6392,

which was passed by the Washington State Legislature in 2010. See

Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for a description of the planning process and

the Preferred Alternative.

The Preferred Alternative would reduce effects on the Arboretum,

compared to No Build Alternative, by physically removing the existing

Lake Washington Boulevard eastbound on-ramp and westbound off-

ramp and the R.H. Thomson Expressway ramps. Access to Lake

Washington Boulevard by westbound SR 520 traffic would be moved to
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a new intersection located on the Montlake Boulevard lid at 24th Avenue

East. See Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for additional information. As part of

the Arboretum Mitigation Plan, WSDOT has also committed to fund

traffic calming measures along Lake Washington Boulevard and to work

with the Seattle Department of Transportation on further measures to

manage traffic in the Arboretum.

 

I-253-005

In March 2010, Governor Gregoire signed Senate Bill 6392 into law.

However, she vetoed the section of the legislation that specified a 20-

foot height limit above Lake Washington for the floating part of the

bridge. Governor Gregoire did not want to restrict the height of the

bridge, which could affect the state's ability to comply with navigation

regulations. However, based on public and agency comments, the height

of the floating bridge under the Preferred Alternative would be

approximately 20 feet above the water at midspan.

In addition to the navigation concerns expressed by the governor, in the

west approach area a lower bridge profile would increase the effects to

wetland and aquatic habitat. 

The Montlake Interchange is located in an area where there are no

wetlands nor aquatic habitat; therefore, there would be no effects to

wetlands or aquatic habitat in this area. See the Ecosystems Discipline

Report Addendum (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS).

 

I-253-006

See the response to Comment I-253-001 regarding light rail, the addition

of HOV lanes, and incentives for people to choose an alternative to

driving alone.  Section 2.4 of the Final EIS explains how the SR 520, I-5

to Medina project can accommodate future high capacity transit, such as

proposed bus rapid transit or potential future light rail. 
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The project is a replacement of an existing highway, not addition of a

new highway. However, in response to public and agency comments, the

Preferred Alternative analyzed in this Final EIS includes design

refinements in the Montlake area, including a considerably expanded

and enhanced Montlake lid, and a landscaped median on the Portage

Bay Bridge.  The Preferred Alternative would reduce effects on the

Arboretum, compared to No Build Alternative, by physically removing the

existing Lake Washington Boulevard eastbound on-ramp and westbound

off-ramp and the R.H. Thomson Expressway ramps. Access to Lake

Washington Boulevard by westbound SR 520 traffic would be moved to

a new intersection located on the Montlake Boulevard lid at 24th Avenue

East. See Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for a description of the Preferred

Alternative.

WSDOT has analyzed effects on cultural and historic resources

consistent with applicable policies and regulations. Please see Sections

5.6 of the SDEIS and Final EIS, the Cultural Resources Discipline Report

(Attachment 7 to the SDEIS) and Final Cultural Resources Assessment

and Discipline Report (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS) for more

information.

 

I-253-007

With the Preferred Alternative identified in this Final EIS, WSDOT has

identified a floating bridge height that addresses community concerns

with while providing for bridge maintenance needs. The height of the

floating bridge with the Preferred Alternative would be approximately 10

feet higher than the existing bridge, and approximately 5 to 10 feet lower

than previous designs considered in the DEIS and the SDEIS. It would

be about 10 feet higher than the existing bridge.

With any build alternative, noise mitigation, such as noise walls, would

be provided where it both meets WSDOT and FHWA criteria for

reasonableness and feasibility and is wanted by the community.

However, the Preferred Alternative includes a number of noise reduction
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strategies that would reduce noise levels in Seattle to the point that noise

walls would not be recommended, except potentially along I-5 in the

North Capitol Hill area where the reasonableness and feasibility of a

noise wall is still be evaluated. See Chapter 2 and Section 5.7 of the

Final EIS for more information.
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