
S-002-001

Since the SDEIS was published, FHWA and WSDOT have developed a

Preferred Alternative that is similar to Option A+, but incorporates design

refinements that respond to community and stakeholder comments on

the SDEIS. WSDOT has performed additional studies to identify

alternative construction methods and opportunities to reduce the

project’s construction and long-term effects, as presented in Chapter 3 of

the Final EIS. WSDOT will continue to coordinate with the University of

Washington to ensure that project effects on the university are minimized

or mitigated as much as possible.
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S-002-002

The Preferred Alternative includes a new bascule bridge and an

expanded Montlake lid over SR 520 with improved pedestrian and transit

facilities. It also includes modifications to the SR 520/Montlake

Boulevard interchange area to improve pedestrian, bicycle, and transit

connections. These enhancements were developed through the

workgroup process mandated by Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill

(ESSB) 6392, wherein WSDOT and FHWA coordinated with the

University of Washington, the City of Seattle, bicycle and pedestrian

advisory boards, Seattle Design Commission, King County Metro, and

Sound Transit to develop a plan for incorporation of several elements.

These elements include the University of Washington’s Rainier Vista

plan, Sound Transit’s pedestrian bridge, and improvements to the

transfer between the Montlake Triangle and Sound Transit’s rail station.

This plan will be included in the background assumptions for the analysis

of the Final EIS. In addition, WSDOT continues to work collaboratively

with the University and Sound Transit in their planning for Rainier Vista

land bridge and the University Link station. Although the Preferred

Alternative does not include an auxiliary lane on the Portage Bay Bridge,

it does include a managed shoulder that provides the same function

during times of congestion. For more information about these details,

along with other design refinements, see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS.
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S-002-003

As mandated by ESSB 6392, WSDOT coordinated with the City of

Seattle and the Washington Park Arboretum to address traffic concerns

in the park. This coordination took place in conjunction with development

of the Arboretum Mitigation Plan, a joint effort between WSDOT, SDOT,

and the Arboretum and Botanical Garden Committee. The Preferred

Alternative would reduce current traffic-related effects on the Arboretum

by eliminating the existing Lake Washington Boulevard ramps.

Westbound SR 520 traffic would be able to access Lake Washington

Boulevard via a new intersection located on the Montlake Boulevard lid

at 24th Avenue East, consistent with the suggestion made in the

comment. The City of Seattle, in coordination with WSDOT, is

developing a plan to address traffic management within the Arboretum.

As part of the planning process, WSDOT has committed to funding traffic

calming measures that would be implemented in 2011. The traffic

management plan will provide further study of the potential to use tolling

as a way of managing traffic through the Arboretum.

 

S-002-004

WSDOT coordinated with the University of Washington, Seattle Parks

and Recreation, and the Arboretum and Botanical Garden Committee

(which includes both agencies as well as the Arboretum Foundation),

and appropriate resource agencies to discuss mitigation opportunities on

University of Washington properties in the Washington Park

Arboretum and the Union Bay Natural Area. This coordination resulted in

the identification of wetland mitigation projects in both the Arboretum and

the Union Bay Natural Area. These projects are described in the

Conceptual Wetland Mitigation Plan (Attachment 9 to the Final EIS).

Although WSDOT also evaluated the Arboretum for potential aquatic

mitigation sites, none were identified that met resource agency mitigation

requirements.
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S-002-005

Continuing efforts by WSDOT, the University, and the City of Seattle

have identified the Bryant’s Building site as the preferred replacement

site for Section 6(f) converted properties. The three parties signed a

Memorandum of Understanding in November 2010 identifying this site

and committing to a process to finalize the property transfers necessary

to comply with Section 6(f) requirements. The Section 6(f) Environmental

Evaluation (Attachment 15 of the Final EIS) provides additional detail on

the selection process and the future actions that will be taken to finalize

Section 6(f) compliance.

 

S-002-006

The Final Section 4(f) Evaluation describes the proposed mitigation for

the Arboretum and the UW Open Space, as well as for other properties

protected by Section 4(f).

 

S-002-007

Responses S-002-008 through S-002-123 address the comments in the

table.
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S-002-008

Final locations and park acquisition acreage were confirmed and

calculated for the Preferred Alternative and are presented in Chapter 5 of

the Final EIS, as well as in the Recreation Discipline Report Addendum

(Attachment 7 to the Final EIS) and the Final Section 4(f) Evaluation.

Other disciplines that relied on that information for their analyses also

have updated their findings based on the current information.

 

S-002-009

The improved clearance height of the bridge is approximately 14 to 20

feet above the Arboretum Waterfront Trail across Foster Island under

SR 520. This profile, which is higher than that of any of the SDEIS

design options in this area, is designed to improve stormwater

management, allow more light to penetrate to wetland plant communities

and aquatic habitat below the bridge, and enhance pedestrian passage

on the Arboretum Waterfront Trail. Please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS

for more information about the proposed bridge design.

 

S-002-010

The SDEIS discussed the possibility of constructing the project in

separate phases over time, with the vulnerable structures (the Evergreen

Point floating bridge, west approach bridge, and Portage Bay bridge)

built first. This “Phased Implementation scenario” was analyzed for each

environmental resource. As discussed in Section 2.8 of this Final EIS,

due to the funding shortfall, FHWA and WSDOT still believe it is prudent

to evaluate the possibility of phased construction of the corridor should

full project funding not be available by 2012. Currently committed funding

is sufficient to construct the Evergreen Point floating bridge and landings;

a Request for Proposals has been issued for this portion of the project,

with proposals due in June 2011. Accordingly, this Final EIS discusses

the potential for the floating bridge and landings to be built as the first

phase of the SR 520, I-5 to Medina project. This differs from the SDEIS

Phased Implementation scenario, which included the west approach and

SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Project

jgault1
Text Box
Because the following pages of this item are difficult to read, a full page version of this item is included at the end of the response to comments on the SDEIS in the printed version, and in a separate PDF file in the DVD and online version.



the Portage Bay bridge in the first construction phase. Under the current

delivery strategy, the floating bridge would still be the first project

component completed, but it would transition back to the existing west

approach structure east of Foster Island and would not affect the island.

Exhibit 2-29 in the Final EIS shows the transition area, which is located

east of Foster Island.

Sections 5.15 and 6.16 of the Final EIS describe effects associated with

this revised potential phasing. The project phasing evaluated in the Final

EIS would result in a delay in many of the effects and benefits of the

project on Seattle parks, neighborhoods, and wetlands.

 

S-002-011

The Arboretum plant collections are discussed in the Recreation

Discipline Report Addendum (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS). Additional

information on the significance of the Arboretum’s plant collections has

been included in Chapter 4 of the Final EIS. The Arboretum Mitigation

Plan (Attachment 9 to the Final EIS) describes mitigation measures

agreed upon by WSDOT, the University, the City of Seattle, and the

Arboretum Foundation for effects of the SR 520, I-5 to Medina project.

 

S-002-012

The canal reserve land is discussed as a contributing element to the

Montlake Historic District, and a former part of the Washington Park

Arboretum, in both the Final Cultural Resources Assessment and

Discipline Report (Attachment 7 of the Final EIS) and in the Final Section

4(f) Evaluation (Chapter 9 of the Final EIS). WSDOT has recognized that

the parcel is significant for the original specimen plantings that have

survived at this location. Of the 59 specimen plantings at the canal

reserve land, 24 are from the historic period of the Montlake Historic

District.

The Arboretum has conducted an appraisal of its tree collection in areas
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affected by the project and provided that information to WSDOT. 

WSDOT has reviewed the appraisal and will include the cost of affected

trees as part of the real estate transaction. Additionally, through  the

Section 106 process, WSDOT has committed to resolving the project’s

adverse effects to historic properties.

The specimen plants at McCurdy Park are noted in the Final Section 4(f)

Evaluation (Chapter 9 of the Final EIS) and are considered part of this

recreational resource.

 

S-002-013

The Department of Natural Resources ownership of portions of Marsh

Island and East Montlake Park is correctly described in the Affected

Environment section of the Recreation Discipline Report (Attachment 7

to the SDEIS) and the Section 6(f) Environmental Evaluation

(Attachment 15 of the Final EIS). For updated information regarding

effects on parks related to the Preferred Alternative, see the Recreation

Discipline Report Addendum (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS).

 

S-002-014

The Union Bay Natural Area was not included in the Recreation

Discipline Report because it is located outside the boundary of the study

area (which extends 500 feet from the limits of construction). It would not

be negatively affected by the project.

 

S-002-015

The Union Bay Natural Area is not specifically mentioned in Section 4.5

of the SDEIS; however, it is included in the West Approach Landscape

Unit as shown in Exhibit 4.5-1 on page 4-35. There was an error on

Exhibit 4.5-1 on Page 4-35. The landscape unit labeled Union Bay

should be labeled West Approach. This has been updated in Section 4.5

of the Final EIS.

SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Project



S-002-016

Although the Montlake Triangle improvements are not part of the

Preferred Alternative, WSDOT has worked with the University of

Washington, the City of Seattle, King County Metro, and Sound Transit

through the ESSB 6392 process to ensure that the Sound Transit

pedestrian bridge over Montlake Boulevard is compatible with WSDOT

requirements for such facilities. Chapter 7 of the Final Transportation

Discipline Report (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS) includes a graphic

depicting the current proposal for pedestrian and bicycle connectivity in

the Montlake Triangle.

 

S-002-017

Although it is possible that a different choice of viewpoints for Exhibit 5.5-

7 could have better demonstrated the description of effects from Option

L, the statement made was correct in context. The Final EIS does not

include an updated description of this Option L's effects.

 

S-002-018

Chapter 5 of the Final EIS focuses on project operation and permanent

effects; therefore, construction vibration information has not been

included in this chapter. Adjacent land uses that could be affected by

construction noise and vibration are discussed in Chapter 6 of the Final

EIS and the Noise Discipline Report Addendum (Attachment 7 to the

Final EIS).

WSDOT discussed use of the Sound Transit specifications for the SR

520, I-5 to Medina project during coordination with the UW through the

ESSB 6392 workgroup process. WSDOT will use its own contract

specifications to address the noise and vibration effects of construction;

however, WSDOT may modify its specifications to include information

from Sound Transit or other contract specifications if WSDOT and FHWA

determine that those measures would better protect the environment for

the project and that they would be feasible for WSDOT to implement.
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The Noise Discipline Report Addendum provides detailed information on

potential construction-related vibration for the Preferred Alternative.

WSDOT will continue to coordinate with the UW to provide additional

information on noise monitoring methods and to determine the best ways

to avoid or minimize the effects of noise, vibration, and other

construction factors on the UW’s work. Monitoring would take place if

vibration from impact construction methods is expected to exceed a

certain threshold. Such methods include pile driving, vibratory sheet pile

installation, and soil compacting. WSDOT will continue to coordinate with

the UW on appropriate methodology after the NEPA Record of Decision

is issued.

 

S-002-019

Construction effects on parking and the discussion of parking lot options

have been updated and are included in the Final Transportation

Discipline Report developed for the Preferred Alternative (Attachment 7

to the Final EIS). Table 6.1-5 has been revised as appropriate.

 

S-002-020

Exhibit 8 in the Final Indirect and Cumulative Effects Discipline Report

(Attachment 7 to the Final EIS) includes the Arboretum Master Plan.

 

S-002-021

Please see the response to Comment S-002-009. Section 5.5 of the

Final EIS and the Visual Quality and Aesthetics Discipline Report

Addendum (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS) include several new

visualizations that show the profile and height of the Preferred

Alternative through the Arboretum.

 

S-002-022

The Potential Effects section of the Visual Quality and Aesthetics

SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Project



Discipline Report discussed the possible negative and positive effects of

tree removal on views. For updated information on views, please see the

Visual Quality and Aesthetics Discipline Report Addendum (Attachment

7 to the Final EIS).

 

S-002-023

Beginning in 2001, WSDOT coordinated with the agencies with

jurisdiction over parks and recreation facilities (including the UW) to

evaluate project impacts and likely mitigation measures. Through the

Parks Technical Working Group, WSDOT, the City of Seattle, the UW,

and other agencies have evaluated potential project impacts to park and

recreation facilities and have identified appropriate mitigation. These

mitigation measures are included in the Final Section 4(f) Evaluation

(Chapter 9 of the Final EIS) and the Final Section 6(f) Evaluation

(Chapter 10 of the Final EIS). Please see these chapters for a more

detailed description of interagency coordination and agreed-upon

mitigation measures.

 

S-002-024

Through WSDOT’s coordination with the City of Seattle and University of

Washington (described in the response to the previous comment), a

preferred replacement site was identified to mitigate for the project’s

conversion of the Section 6(f) property. In November 2010, WSDOT

signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the City and UW to

memorialize the commitment to continued coordination throughout the

Section 6(f) process, and to proceed with evaluation of the Bryant

Building site as the replacement site that best fulfills the Section 6(f)

replacement criteria.

The agencies agreed that the proposed site would serve the recreational

needs of the community currently served at the existing site and that the

proposed replacement site location is appropriate to replace the existing

facilities. WSDOT’s appraisal demonstrated that the equivalent or higher
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value criterion of Section 6(f) had been fulfilled. The purchase and/or

development of the Bryant Building site would result in a total net gain of

1.3 acres of Section 6(f) recreational space in the Seattle area.

 

S-002-025

WSDOT is working closely with FHWA, which administers Section 4(f),

on the characterization of uses under this regulation. The UW-owned

properties that the Preferred Alternative affects would all experience a

direct use (i.e., an acquisition of property) as a result of the project. If

there is a direct use of a Section 4(f) property, the analysis does not go

on to consider constructive use as defined by 24 CFR 774, since the

direct use triggers the need to consider avoidance alternatives and

measures to minimize harm. As noted in the responses to previous

comments, WSDOT has worked closely with the UW as an agency with

jurisdiction over Section 4(f) resources in evaluating impacts and

developing mitigation measures for these resources.

 

S-002-026

Final park acreages were confirmed and calculated for the Preferred

Alternative and are presented in Section 5.4 of the Final EIS and the

Recreation Discipline Report Addendum (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS).

 

S-002-027

Table 4.4-1 in the Final EIS includes summary information including

ownership for recreation resources in the project vicinity.  Table 5.4-1 in

the Final EIS summarizes the permanent park acquisition by resource.

The same information is provided in the Final Section 4(f) Evaluation

which is Chapter 9 in the Final EIS.

 

S-002-028

Following publication of the SDEIS, further documentation and analysis

was performed to determine the boundaries of the Traditional Cultural
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Property on Foster Island. According to the findings of the analysis,

WSDOT will treat all of Foster Island as a TCP. However, because

Foster Island remains a culturally sensitive area to those tribes that

traditionally used the land, detailed information is confidential per 36

CFR 800.11(c) and Section 304 of the National Historic Preservation Act

and will not be included in the Final EIS. WSDOT has worked with these

tribes to maintain and preserve their culturally sensitive information and

will not publish any such information without the consent of the

consulting tribal parties.

 

S-002-029

As discussed in the Final Cultural Resources Assessment and Discipline

Report (Attachment 7 of the Final EIS), the new bascule bridge over the

Montlake Cut would have a visual effect on the Canoe House and would

be mitigated through measures stipulated in the Programmatic

Agreement. The effects of the Preferred Alternative on the Canoe House

would be similar to Option A. If Options K or L were identified as the

Preferred Alternative in the future, additional documentation about the

Canoe House would occur as appropriate.

 

S-002-030

Please see the response to comment S-002-029. The Preferred

Alternative would have no construction or operation effects on the

Waterfront Activities Center. Project cost estimates presented in Chapter

1 of the SDEIS and Final EIS include anticipated mitigation costs.  If

Options K or L were identified as the Preferred Alternative in the future,

additional detail regarding replacement of the Waterfront Activities

Center functions would be provided as appropriate during final design.

 

S-002-031

The Preferred Alternative does not include the removal of the three

pedestrian bridges, so there is no further discussion in the Final EIS
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about that issue or any related mitigation. If Option L were identified as

the Preferred Alternative in the future, additional detail regarding the

pedestrian bridges would be provided as appropriate during final design.

Avoidance or minimization of this effect is not possible, as stated on

page 151; however, mitigation, such as replacement as stated on page

111, would be provided.

 

S-002-032

Please see the response to comment S-002-012.

 

S-002-033

Please see the response to Comment S-002-031.

 

S-002-034

WSDOT has coordinated with regulatory agencies and the University of

Washington to develop mitigation concepts and commitments for natural

and built environment resources through several processes. The

processes include the Natural Resources and Parks Technical Working

Groups, as well as the Arboretum mitigation planning process required

by ESSB 6392. Commitments related to Sections 4(f) and 6(f) have been

formalized through the Final Section 4(f) Evaluation, the Section 6(f)

Environmental Evaluation, the Section 106 Programmatic Agreement

(Attachment 9 of the Final EIS), and a Memorandum of Understanding

between WSDOT, the UW, and the City of Seattle regarding Section 6(f)

replacement property.

 

S-002-035

Please see the response to Comment S-002-005. WSDOT has

continued to work with the City of Seattle and the UW in identification of

replacement properties.
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S-002-036

This section in the SDEIS Cultural Resources Discipline Report is a

focused discussion of the historic context of the study area. The

University of Washington is briefly mentioned in this section because

only a small portion of the university campus is within the boundaries of

the Area of Potential Effect, and a full discussion of the campus was not

warranted.

 

S-002-037

WSDOT has not performed additional analysis on the University of

Washington historic buildings since the SDEIS was published. Therefore,

the Final EIS will not include any updated information on these buildings.

Please see the response to Comment S-002-036.

 

S-002-038

The Preferred Alternative is most similar to Option A from the SDEIS,

and is not expected to include vibration-generating construction activities

in close proximity to vibration-sensitive facilities on the UW campus.

Please see the response to Comment S-002-018 regarding WSDOT’s

approach to working with the UW to assess and minimize construction

vibration.

 

S-002-039

The SDEIS Cultural Resources Discipline Report discussed properties

eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) that may be

affected by the project. As part of the analysis, activities or events

uniquely associated with a property that give evidence of its historic

importance were identified. One such example discussed in the report

was the Opening Day of Boating Season, which is a traditional activity

associated with the NRHP-listed Seattle Yacht Club. However, an

activity alone is not eligible for the NRHP; it must be associated with a

specific historic property as a defining characteristic of that property.
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While the UW crew races are a part of the Opening Day ceremonies,

they do not serve as a defining characteristic of a specific historic

property. Therefore, the crew races themselves are not considered a

historic property for purposes of this project. However, crew activities,

including the Windermere Cup which occurs on Opening Day, and

discussed in the Final EIS (see Section 4.4) and the Recreation

Discipline Report Addendum.

 

S-002-040

Proposed mitigation measures for construction effects, including dust,

noise, and vibration, were included in the mitigation section of the SDEIS

Cultural Resources Discipline Report and were also discussed in the

SDEIS. Since then, as part of its Programmatic Agreement with Section

106 consulting parties (including UW), WSDOT has committed to

developing a Community Construction Management Plan that will

include more specific mitigation measures for these types of effects,

along with protocols for notifying affected property owners and

procedures for resolving complaints. The plan will apply to all properties

affected by construction. For more information, please see the

Programmatic Agreement and the Community Construction

Management Plan Outline, both in Attachment 9 to the Final EIS.

 

S-002-041

Please see the response to comment S-002-028. WSDOT will treat all of

Foster Island as a TCP; however, WSDOT has worked with tribes to

maintain and preserve their culturally sensitive information and will not

publish any such information without the consent of the consulting tribal

parties.

 

S-002-042

The Pacific Place and Rainier Vista area was within one of the areas of

landscape cover types described in Section 4 of the Ecosystems
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Discipline Report, but did not merit a separate cover type classification.

The Preferred Alternative does not include any changes to this area;

therefore, it is not analyzed further. If Options K or L were identified as

the Preferred Alternative in the future, additional information would be

provided as appropriate during final design.

 

S-002-043

The Union Bay Natural Area would not be affected by construction or

operation of the project. This information has been added to the

Ecosystems Discipline Report Addendum (Attachment 7 to the Final

EIS).

 

S-002-044

The Indirect and Cumulative Effects Analysis Discipline Report is

intended to look at project effects on long-term trends and effects that

are removed in time or distance, rather than at direct effects of the

project. The report did include discussions regarding the Waterfront

Activities Center as well as Opening Day activities. Additional discussion

of direct project effects on recreational activities was included in the

Recreation Discipline Report.

 

S-002-045

Exhibit 21 of the Land Use, Economics, and Relocations Discipline

Report was a summary of the largest employers in King County and was

not intended to include specific details regarding economic effects of the

project. Economics effects were discussed in the Potential Effects

section of the discipline report.

 

S-002-046

Please see the response to S-002-029 and S-002-030 regarding the

Waterfront Activities Center and the Canoe House. If Options K or L
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were identified as the Preferred Alternative in the future, additional

information would be provided as appropriate.

 

S-002-047

Chapter 2 of the SDEIS described the pedestrian and bicycle

improvements proposed for the 6-Lane Alternative design options. All

options provided enhanced connections between the Arboretum and

MOHAI. Since publication of the SDEIS, WSDOT has collaborated with

the City of Seattle Pedestrian Advisory Board and Seattle Bicycle

Advisory Board through the ESSB 6392 process to develop additional

design refinements to address bicycle and pedestrian connections and

amenities. The suggested design refinements have been incorporated

into the Preferred Alternative and are described in detail in the Design

Refinements and Transit Connections Workgroup Recommendations

Report (see Attachment 16 for more details). Also refer to Chapter 7 of

the Final Transportation Discipline Report (Attachment 7) for information

about pedestrian and bicycle facilities included in the Preferred

Alternative.

 

S-002-048

The noise reduction strategies included in the Preferred Alternative are

predicted to reduce noise sufficiently in the Seattle portion of the project

area that noise walls are not recommended as mitigation in Seattle,

except potentially along I-5 in the North Capitol Hill area where the

reasonableness and feasibility of a noise wall is still be evaluated (see

Section 5.7 of the Final EIS). Reductions in the Arboretum would be

achieved through a combination of these measures and design features

of the west approach bridge. WSDOT will continue to coordinate with the

University of Washington and affected communities during project design

to communicate about the Preferred Alternative’s noise reduction

strategies. Please see the Noise Discipline Report Addendum

(Attachment 7 to the Final EIS) for additional detail.
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S-002-049

Please see the response to Comment S-002-018. WSDOT will use its

own contract specifications to address the noise and vibration effects of

construction; however, WSDOT may modify its specifications to include

information from Sound Transit or other contract specifications if

WSDOT and FHWA determine that those measures would better protect

the environment for the project and that they would be feasible for

WSDOT to implement.

 

S-002-050

Please see the response to Comment S-002-018. Monitoring would take

place if vibration from impact construction methods is expected to

exceed a certain threshold. Such methods include pile driving, vibratory

sheet pile installation, and soil compacting. WSDOT will continue to

coordinate with the UW on appropriate methodology after the NEPA

Record of Decision is issued.

 

S-002-051

Noise and vibration associated with pile driving were discussed on pages

64 through 69 of the Noise Discipline Report. Pile driving will not be done

for construction of the new bascule bridge. For information on how

WSDOT will coordinate with the UW regarding vibration effects and

monitoring during construction, please see the response to Comment S-

002-018.

 

S-002-052

As shown in Exhibit 5.1-15 of the SDEIS, the undercrossing of SR 520

along the shore from the Arboretum toward East Montlake Park would

have been available only in Option A. An explanation was provided in

Chapter 7 of the Transportation Discipline Report. The Preferred

Alternative includes a similar bicycle/pedestrian path, shown in Exhibit

5.1-33 of the Final EIS.

SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Project



S-002-053

The spill containment lagoons were discussed on pages 5-21 and 5-22

of the SDEIS, as well as in the Water Resources Discipline Report

(Attachment 7 to the SDEIS). The All Known and Reasonable

Technologies (AKART) study recommending the containment lagoons,

along with high-efficiency sweeping, as the appropriate treatment

technology for the floating bridge was conditionally approved by the

Washington State Department of Ecology (Fitzpatrick 2010). This report

will be available concurrently with the Final EIS. Additional information

on the AKART study is provided in the Water Resources Discipline

Report Addendum (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS). WSDOT agrees this

should have been included in the stormwater treatment section and a

discussion of the lagoons has been added to the stormwater section of

Chapter 2 of the Final EIS.

 

S-002-054

WSDOT has coordinated with the regulatory agencies and the tribes to

establish site and project specific in-water work windows to minimize the

potential for any project activities to affect juvenile or adult salmonids.

WSDOT will continue this coordination throughout the permitting and

construction phases to minimize the potential effects. Final construction

work windows will be documented in the Hydraulic Project Approval

issued by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife. Refer to the

Ecosystems Discipline Report Addendum and the Conceptual Aquatic

Mitigation Plan for more information regarding work windows

(Attachments 7 and 9 of the Final EIS). Table 3-3 in the SDEIS has been

updated in Chapter 3 of the Final EIS to reflect the current in-water work

windows.

 

S-002-055

WSDOT reviewed the wetland ratings between the SDEIS and the Final

EIS and modified some of the function scores; however, the wetland

categories did not change. In addition, some of the Category III wetlands
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rated almost high enough to be classified as Category II.

Because the wetlands in the Arboretum have local significance, WSDOT

will mitigate for effects to these wetlands as Category II wetlands,

although WSDOT still considers them to be Category III wetlands. In

November 2010, WSDOT submitted the Final Wetland Assessment

Technical Memorandum to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Ecology,

and the City of Seattle for verification of wetland delineation boundaries

and ratings. The Corps agreed with the wetland delineation with minor

revisions. These revisions are included in the Ecosystems Discipline

Report Addendum (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS).

 

S-002-056

Section 5.4 of the SDEIS discusses potential effects on park and

recreation facilities within the project area and contains an overview of

possible measures to minimize and mitigate these effects. Because the

Arboretum’s natural features are part of its recreational and educational

functions, mitigation measures addressing these features were included

in the discussion. Since the Preferred Alternative was developed,

WSDOT has worked closely with both resource agencies and agencies

with jurisdiction over parks to develop more specific and detailed

mitigation measures for project impacts. Chapter 5 of the Final EIS

summarizes these mitigation measures by discipline. For a more

comprehensive discussion of mitigation measures proposed for

wetlands, please see the Ecosystems Discipline Report Addendum and

the Conceptual Wetland Mitigation Report. For more detail on mitigation

measures pertaining to the Arboretum, please see the Final Section 4(f)

Evaluation (Chapter 9 of the Final EIS) and the SR 520 Arboretum

Mitigation Plan (Attachment 9 to the Final EIS).

 

S-002-057

Under the Preferred Alternative, fewer specimen trees would be

removed than under Option A, and specimen trees would not be
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removed from the Waterfront Activities Center area. Specimen trees

would still be removed from the UW Open Space Area for construction of

the second bascule bridge and in the Arboretum for construction of the

new SR 520 roadway. The Final Section 4(f) Evaluation (Chapter 9 of

the Final EIS) discusses removal of the specimen trees for operation of

the project. The removal of these trees is not expected to substantially

affect the functions and values of these recreational properties.

 

S-002-058

The graphic referred to was inaccurate. However, the right-of-way

acquisition totals disclosed for Option K in Exhibit 5.2-4 of the SDEIS

were correct. Exhibits 5.2-1 through 5.2-4 have been revised in the Final

EIS to include a designation for existing right-of-way. These exhibits

show the land that would be converted to right-of-way for the Preferred

Alternative.

 

S-002-059

The SDEIS acknowledged that anywhere from 9 to 14 acres of

park/open space/quasi-public land would be acquired for the project. To

provide additional context, the Recreation Discipline Report specifically

evaluated the percentage of each park property that would be acquired

for right-of-way. Updated information for the Preferred Alternative can be

found in the Recreation Discipline Report Addendum (Attachment 7 to

the Final EIS).

 

S-002-060

The Preferred Alternative does not require relocation of the UW

Waterfront Activities Center. Please see the Land Use, Economics, and

Relocations Discipline Report Addendum (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS)

for information regarding property acquisitions needed for the Preferred

Alternative.
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S-002-061

Text at the bottom of page 5-42 and the top of page 5-43 in the SDEIS

acknowledges that removal of the Lake Washington Boulevard ramps

would be inconsistent with the Arboretum Master Plan’s policy

encouraging conversion of those ramps to a multi-use path to MOHAI.

Maintaining the disused ramps while constructing a new, modern

highway facility is not feasible, and their removal provides an opportunity

to visually and environmentally enhance the area where they are

currently located. As noted in the response to Comment S-002-047, the

Preferred Alternative provides enhanced connections between the

Arboretum and MOHAI by means of a new trail along the shoreline. The

SR 520 Arboretum Mitigation Plan, developed in coordination with the

Arboretum and Botanical Garden Committee under the requirements of

ESSB 6392, identifies a number of other improvements to pedestrian

and bicycle connectivity in and near the Arboretum and includes a

project to restore the area now occupied by the ramps.

 

S-002-062

The SDEIS acknowledged the preliminary nature of mitigation planning

and noted that development of detailed mitigation measures would occur

following identification of a preferred alternative. In summer 2010,

WSDOT began a technical working group with natural resource agencies

to provide information on design and construction of the Preferred

Alternative and to seek guidance on impact assessment and mitigation

approaches. The Conceptual Wetland Mitigation Plan and the

Conceptual Aquatic Mitigation Plan (see Attachment 9 to the Final EIS)

are the result of this collaboration, and reflect a considerably greater

level of detail than the mitigation concepts described in the SDEIS.

 

S-002-063

Modeling of pollutant discharges completed for both the SDEIS and the

Final EIS demonstrates that the project would provide a water quality

benefit compared to No Build, even with the increase in pollutant-
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generating impervious surface. Please see Section 5.10 of the Final EIS

and the Water Resources Discipline Report Addendum for a discussion

of modeling results for the Preferred Alternative.

 

S-002-064

Please see the response to Comment S-022-062. The Final EIS and

addenda to the discipline reports provide more specificity in proposed

mitigation measures where possible.

 

S-002-065

Table 5.4-1 in the SDEIS acknowledged that Option A would

permanently acquire land from the UW Open Space. Exhibit 5.4-3 in the

SDEIS showed the areas within the UW Open Space that would be

converted to right-of-way. This has been updated in the Final EIS. The

Preferred Alternative would permanently acquire approximately land

from the UW Open Space for the operation of the new bascule bridge

and a new stormwater treatment bioswale. Please see the Potential

Effects section of the Recreation Discipline Report Addendum for

acquisitions required under the Preferred Alternative.

 

S-002-066

Please see the responses to S-002-061, S-002-062, and S-002-064

regarding effects to the arboretum and potential mitigation.

Through the Parks TWG and the ESSB 6392 workgroup processes,

WSDOT has coordinated with the City of Seattle and the UW to identify

appropriate replacement land for permanently acquired park property.

WSDOT is evaluating the possibility of transferring property from the

WSDOT peninsula to the Arboretum after the R.H. Thomson ramps and

SR 520 ramps are removed and the area is restored to a natural

condition. Mitigation to replace the lost acreage in the UW Open Space

would also be accomplished through a land transfer from the WSDOT
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peninsula area for the Preferred Alternative and all SDEIS options.

Mitigation measures are listed and discussed for Section 4(f) properties

where it is not possible to avoid a use (see Chapter 9 of the FEIS).

 

S-002-067

Please see the response to Comment S-002-025. As noted in the

response to that comment, a constructive use cannot occur on a

property that is already experiencing a direct use. Aesthetic use of

property as defined by Section 4(f) occurs only when "[T]he proximity of

a proposed project substantially impairs aesthetic features or attributes

of a property protected by Section 4(f), where such features or attributes

are considered important contributing elements to the value of the

property." Under 23 CFR Part 774, a temporary occupancy of a Section

4(f) property during construction is not a “use” within the meaning of

Section 4(f), provided that the criteria in 23 CFR 774.13(d) are satisfied.

 

S-002-068

The facilities listed in Exhibits 5.10-1 and 5.10-2 in the SDEIS were

discussed in detail in the Water Resources Discipline Report. The

treatment design and facilities have been updated for the Preferred

Alternative since the SDEIS was published. Please see the Water

Resources Discipline Report Addendum (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS)

and Section 5.10 of the Final EIS.

 

S-002-069

Subsequent to publication of the SDEIS, the AKART analysis was

reviewed and approved by the Washington State Department of Ecology,

with conditions concerning monitoring of operation performance. The

AKART report and the Ecology approval letter are available in the SR

520 Program Library

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/SR520Bridge/library.htm.
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S-002-070

Please see the response to Comment S-002-069. The spill control

lagoons, represented correctly in the Water Resources Discipline Report,

have an open bottom and allow for discharge of stormwater mixed with

Lake Washington water to the lake. The AKART analysis presents the

results of the dilution modeling performed to track the mixing and

movement of stormwater pollutants in the lake and compares these

concentrations to state water quality standards to determine at what

distance concentrations in the dilution plume would meet the standards.

Ecology approved this modeling approach and assigned a mixing zone

to each spill lagoon. Ecology also required a monitoring program to be

conducted after construction to assess the performance of the

stormwater treatment including discharges to spill lagoons.

 

S-002-071

The pollutant loading is calculated for the water year. This clarification

has been made in Final EIS Section 5.10 and the Water Resources

Discipline Report Addendum (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS).

 

S-002-072

As required by NEPA, the analysis compared the SDEIS options with the

No Build Alternative. The analysis showed that adopting any of the

SDEIS options, as well as the Preferred Alternative, would reduce

pollutant loading compared to No Build. This reduction in pollutant

loadings would represent a net benefit to water quality in the project

area.

 

S-002-073

Additional pollutant loading analysis has been conducted for the

Preferred Alternative. Pollutant loading conclusions have been clarified

in the Final EIS, and Exhibit 30 has been updated. Please refer to the

SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Project



Water Resources Discipline Report Addendum (Attachment 7 to the

Final EIS) for pollutant loading information.

 

S-002-074

The statement on page 5-135 of the SDEIS is incorrect. It should read

“Shading would affect 2.3 acres of aquatic habitat.” This does not include

the 0.1 acre of wetland that would be shaded by the Option A

Suboptions. The Final EIS includes updated impact calculations for the

Preferred Alternative.

 

S-002-075

The requested change was not made because it would not result in a

change in the SDEIS analysis or findings.

 

S-002-076

The requested change was not made because it would not result in a

change in the SDEIS analysis or findings.

 

S-002-077

The discussion of mitigation measures has been updated for the

Preferred Alternative. Please refer to Section 5.11 of the Final EIS.

 

S-002-078

Please see the response to Comment S-002-062. Wildlife are expected

to benefit from compensatory wetland and aquatic mitigation sites

developed to offset effects associated with the project. The Conceptual

Wetland Mitigation Plan and the Conceptual Aquatic Mitigation Plan that

accompany the Final EIS reflect a considerably greater level of detail

than the mitigation concepts described in the SDEIS.
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S-002-079

Please see the responses to comments S-002-025 and S-002-067.

Mitigation proposed for Section 4(f) facilities affected by the project has

been developed in cooperation with the agencies with jurisdiction over

these facilities, including the UW.

 

S-002-080

Turbidity and sedimentation will be minimized using construction

techniques described in the Construction Techniques and Activities

Discipline Report Addendum (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS). Water

quality standards during construction will be identified in the National

Pollutant Discharge Elimination System construction permit, and

compliance with these standards will be monitored throughout

construction. By complying with these permit requirements and with

conditions imposed under other permit processes and the Endangered

Species Act, WSDOT will have fulfilled its obligations to mitigate for

adverse effects on water quality during construction.

 

S-002-081

Effects from construction are considered to be long-term temporary

effects. These effects were discussed in detail with the Natural Resource

Technical Working Group and will be mitigated according to the ratios

determined by the appropriate agencies. Recovery of wetlands is

expected because most construction related wetland effects are a result

of shading and wetland substrate would remain in-tact. The mitigation

measures are outlined in detail in the Conceptual Wetland Mitigation

Plan (Attachment 9 to the Final EIS).

 

S-002-082

The potential adverse effects of pile driving were discussed in the

Ecosystems Discipline Report, which acknowledged that “Pile driving

could affect nearby fish behavior or potentially cause fish mortality from
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the high sound pressure levels from impact pile driving hammers.” The

Ecosystems Discipline Report Addendum (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS)

describes the results of a test pile study in the project area that WSDOT

conducted in cooperation with resource agencies to evaluate the

effectiveness of mitigation measures in attenuating pile driving impacts

on fish. The study demonstrated a high level of noise reduction with the

use of bubble curtains during pile driving. Please see the Ecosystems

Discipline Report Addendum for more information on the results of the

test pile study and additional measures planned to minimize negative

effects.

 

S-002-083

The potential effects of nighttime construction lighting were recognized in

the SDEIS with the following statement: "...slower migration rates

through the area, when combined with the ambient light levels, could

result in greater exposure of fish to predators.' However, Section 6.11 of

the Final EIS and the Ecosystems Discipline Report Addendum include

more discussion of the potential effects of nighttime construction lighting.

 

S-002-084

Please see the response to Comment S-002-082 for information

regarding potential noise effects on fish.

 

S-002-085

Table 6.12-1 was intended to provide an overview of qualitative effects

during construction and does not specifically identify the use of Section

4(f) land. The project’s Section 4(f) use of the UW Open Space, along

with the identified mitigation for the project’s Section 4(f) use, is

discussed in both the Draft Section 4(f)/6(f) Evaluation (Attachment 6 to

the SDEIS) and the Final Section 4(f) Evaluation (Chapter 9 of the Final

EIS).
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S-002-086

Please see the responses to comments S-002-062 and S-002-081. The

Natural Resources Technical Working Group provided information on

design and construction of the Preferred Alternative and guided impact

assessment and mitigation approaches. The mitigation measures are

outlined in detail in the Conceptual Wetland Mitigation Plan (Attachment

9 to the Final EIS).

 

S-002-087

Please see the response to Comment S-002-003. As part of the

development of the SR 520 Arboretum Mitigation Plan (Attachment 9 to

the Final EIS), WSDOT evaluated aquatic habitat improvements to

Arboretum Creek and the portion of Lake Union near the creek’s mouth,

but determined through consultation with resource agencies that there

would be little or no benefit to aquatic species gained by improvements

to the creek.

 

S-002-088

See the response to Comment S-22-059. Compliance with Section 6(f)

requirements for replacement of property converted to non-park use are

considered to constitute compliance with Seattle Ordinance 118477.

 

S-002-089

Please see the response to Comment S-002-072. The requested change

was not made because the original statement is accurate.

 

S-002-090

The assertion that improved stormwater management on transportation

projects is one factor in improving surface water quality is based on

widely accepted science that improving the quality of water from point

and non-point discharges from any development leads to a long-term

trends of improved quality in surface water bodies.  The current SR 520
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highway has little to no stormwater management.  As the proposed

highway will have stormwater management meeting or exceeding the

standards in the WSDOT Highway Runoff Manual, the likely future

condition of the surface water bodies of the study area will be gradual

and steady improvement in quality. This is due to requirements for

improved stormwater management and treatment of new development

projects and the improvement in stormwater treatment technologies.

 

S-002-091

See the response to Comment S-002-081. All effects from construction,

including long-term temporary effects, are considered direct effects. This

includes the time it takes for a wetland to recover following restoration.

Effects from shading, both during construction and during operation, are

also considered direct rather than indirect effects.

 

S-002-092

The requested change was not made because the information in the

referenced report does not indicate a major effect from the project on

salmonid predation and migration rates, particularly when compared to

the overall migration time and distance that these fish travel during their

outmigration through the lake and the Ship Canal. Please see the

Ecosystems Discipline Report Addendum in Attachment 7 to the Final

EIS for further discussion of these findings in relation to the Preferred

Alternative.

 

S-002-093

The Preferred Alternative includes transit/HOV direct access ramps to

Montlake Boulevard to help facilitate transit and HOV movement (see

Chapter 2 of the Final EIS). Also see the Final Transportation Discipline

Report (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS) for more information regarding

transit and HOV lanes.
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S-002-094

This information has been included on the Final Transportation Discipline

Report (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS).

 

S-002-095

The typical configuration for high-occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes

requires vehicles to weave across the general purpose lanes from and to

on-ramps and off-ramps. This weaving activity was accounted for in the

traffic analysis and represented in the corridor results, including

anticipated travel times, in the SDEIS Transportation Discipline Report.

Detailed analysis of entering and exiting traffic flow by mode is not

provided for any of the ramps along the corridor.

The Preferred Alternative includes an HOV direct-access ramp for transit

and 3+ HOVs to and from the east that connects to the Montlake

interchange area. Access to this ramp would be directly from the inside

HOV lanes on the SR 520 corridor; therefore, neither transit nor 3+HOV

traffic would have to change lanes to use this ramp, potentially

decreasing travel times. 

A discussion of this information can be found in Chapter 8 of the Final

Transportation Discipline Report.

 

S-002-096

For the Final Transportation Discipline Report, key points were revised to

reflect the Preferred Alternative, and additional information regarding

transit effects was added. The removal of the Montlake Freeway Transit

Station remains a component of the Preferred Alternative. Please see

Chapter 8 of the Final Transportation Discipline Report (Attachment 7 to

the Final EIS) for a discussion of the effects of the Preferred Alternative

on transit service, facilities, ridership, travel times, and rider connections.

The transit elements identified for the Preferred Alternative were
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developed through coordination with King County Metro, Sound Transit,

Seattle Department of Transportation, and the University of Washington.

 

S-002-097

More detailed information regarding the effects of removing the Montlake

Freeway Transit Station can be found in Chapter 8 of the Transportation

Discipline Report.

 

S-002-098

The growth rates included in the local traffic volume forecast were

applied to daily volumes. Separate growth rates for local traffic are

calculated for AM peak period and PM peak period. Chapter 4 of the

Final Transportation Discipline Report clarifies the growth rate

methodology.

 

S-002-099

Please see the response to Comment S-002-095. The Preferred

Alternative direct access ramps allow for both HOV and transit.

 

S-002-100

Please see the response to Comment S-002-095. The weaving

maneuver was factored into the SDEIS traffic analysis used to estimate

travel times, and the Preferred Alternative includes features which

remove the need to perform this action.

 

S-002-101

The Final EIS has updated the traffic modeling by including the new

tolling assumptions in the analysis of the No Build Alternative and the

Preferred Alternative. The Preferred Alternative assumes single-point

tolling (see Chapter 1 of the Final EIS).
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S-002-102

A description has been included in Chapter 6 of the Final Transportation

Discipline Report that describes how the local traffic analysis Level of

Service (LOS) is determined based on the traffic volumes approaching

the intersection only and is not based on how up or downstream system

operations. Additional discussion about how the system operates will be

included in the Final EIS to provide additional clarity. The text will clearly

indicate the interrelationship between freeway and local traffic operations

and describe how removing one bottleneck can improve the entire

system.

 

S-002-103

Please see Chapter 6 of the Final Transportation Discipline Report

(Attachment 7 to the Final EIS) for a discussion of the effects of

removing the Lake Washington Boulevard ramps, including traffic

volumes and operations on Montlake Boulevard/23rd Avenue and Lake

Washington Boulevard. Chapter 8 of the Final Transportation Discipline

Report discusses the effects of the Preferred Alternative on transit

service, facilities, rider connections/transfers, and transit travel times in

the Montlake interchange area.

 

S-002-104

Please see the response to Comment S-002-095. If Option A were

identified as the Preferred Alternative in the future, additional analysis

would be performed.

 

S-002-105

A unique figure illustrating each option was provided in Chapter 2 of the

SDEIS.  Please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for exhibits illustrating the

lane configuration at the SR 520/Montlake Boulevard interchange with

the Preferred Alternative.
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S-002-106

The transportation team reviewed Capital Improvement plans,

Comprehensive plans, and State Highway plans for projects that are

planned and programmed within the limits of the study area.  No plans

were cited for modifications to the signal control or approaches at the

Montlake Boulevard/Pacific Street intersection.  If there are plans by the

City of Seattle to modify the intersection, then it is within their purview

and it would not change the relative differences between with and

without the SR 520 project.  No modifications have been made to the

intersection operations for this evaluation.

 

S-002-107

The effect of queuing on the westbound off ramp to E Roanoke Street

and Harvard Ave E was accounted for in the results of the analysis for

the Portage Bay Bridge. The westbound auxiliary lane included in Option

A primarily would benefit local street operations along Montlake

Boulevard E, rather than improving operations on mainline SR 520. The

ramp would provide capacity for vehicles traveling from Montlake

Boulevard to I-5. This would alleviate congestion along Montlake

Boulevard that results from queuing along the westbound on-ramp. The

Preferred Alternative includes a managed shoulder instead of a full

auxiliary lane. Please see the Final Transportation Discipline Report,

Chapter 5 for a discussion of freeway traffic and ramp operations with

the Preferred Alternative.

 

S-002-108

As required by ESSB 6392, WSDOT collaborated with the City of Seattle

Pedestrian Advisory Board and the Seattle Bicycle Advisory Board to

develop design refinements that address bicycle and pedestrian

connections and amenities in the Montlake interchange area and on

Montlake Boulevard. The suggested design refinements are described in

Chapter 7 of the Final Transportation Discipline Report and at a greater
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level of detail in the Design Refinements and Transit Connections

Workgroup Recommendations Report (Attachment 16 to the Final EIS).

 

S-002-109

The Preferred Alternative includes the construction of a new bascule

bridge similar to the one in Option A (see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS).

Traffic operations modeling for the project assumes that the bascule

bridge will be complete by the project design year of 2030.

 

S-002-110

Continued coordination between staff from the City of Seattle, University

of Washington, King County Metro, Sound Transit and the State DOT will

be used to determine where bike lockers could be located at the

Montlake Triangle.  They will also continue to coordinate as to the

number of lockers that could be provided.  This coordination effort is a

continuation of the Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill 6392 design

refinement process. Please see the response to Comment S-002-108 for

information regarding ESSB 6392.

 

S-002-111

Exhibit 29 in the Recreation Discipline Report shows the future trail

connectivity (including bicycle paths) for each of the SDEIS options.

Please see section 5.1 and Exhibit 5.1-32 in the Final EIS for for

information about the nonmotorized facility connections and

improvements in the Montlake Area.

 

S-002-112

Information on boardings and alightings was included in the

Transportation Discipline Report and has been updated for the Final

Transportation Discipline Report. Please see Chapter 8 of the Final

Transportation Discipline Report (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS) for
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information regarding the number of boardings and alightings at existing

bus stops.

 

S-002-113

Please see the response to Comment S-002-095. Information regarding

HOV lane policy under the Preferred Alternative can be found in Chapter

8 of the Transportation Discipline Report.

 

S-002-114

The High Capacity Transit Plan (December 2008) was prepared by the

SR 520 project to support regional transit planning, but its proposed

elements would not be implemented by the SR 520 project and were

therefore not described in detail. Please see Chapter 8 of the Final

Transportation Discipline Report (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS) for a

discussion of how the Preferred Alternative would affect transit facilities

and service.

For detailed information regarding the transit route changes proposed in

the SR 520 High Capacity Transit Plan, please see the SR 520 project

page on the WSDOT web-site:

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/SR520Bridge/brhpdesign.htm.

 

S-002-115

The High Capacity Transit Plan outlines the incremental strategies

planned for satisfying cross-lake travel demand. The partner agencies

have developed a phased-implementation approach for delivering high-

capacity transit service. The partner agencies selected 2016 as the

target date for the start of bus rapid transit service to take immediate

advantage of the continuous HOV lanes proposed for the SR 520

Corridor program and Sound Transit’s University Link station.

Completions of the HOV lanes are now expected by 2018, and

represents WSDOT’s contribution to the first increment of
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implementation.

For detailed information regarding the transit route changes proposed in

the SR 520 High Capacity Transit Plan, please see the SR 520 project

page on the WSDOT web-site:

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/SR520Bridge/brhpdesign.htm.

 

S-002-116

The SDEIS Transportation Discipline Report described the changes

associated with each design option in detail based on user travel

patterns by direction of travel. Additional information is provided in

Chapter 8 of the Final Transportation Discipline Report (Attachment 7 to

the Final EIS) regarding the effects of the Preferred Alternative on transit

service and facilities in the project area.

 

S-002-117

The Preferred Alternative would remove the Montlake Freeway Transit

Station and add new bus stops on the Montlake lid. WSDOT has

collaborated with the University of Washington, City of Seattle, King

County Metro, and Sound Transit as part of the design refinements and

transit connections workgroup required by ESSB 6392 to determine how

to improve transit connections. The workgroup evaluated the transit

connections at the Montlake interchange and identified preferred bus

stop locations and made specific design recommendations to ensure an

adequate level of midday service between the University/Montlake and

the Eastside after the closure of the Montlake Freeway Transit Station.

These recommendations have been incorporated into the Preferred

Alternative. Updated information regarding the effects of removing the

Montlake Freeway Transit Station is provided in Chapter 8 of the Final

Transportation Discipline Report.
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S-002-118

The Lake Washington Congestion Management Program is a series of

projects to help address congestion on I-90 and SR 520 in the Seattle

area. The projects are receiving federal funds through the Lake

Washington Urban Partnership Agreement (UPA). The UPA is a

cooperative agreement to improve traffic flow within the SR 520 corridor

by implementing variable tolling and Smarter Highways systems, offering

enhanced transit service and supporting carpools, vanpools, teleworking

and other efficient transportation options.

In 2007, the Federal Highway Administration awarded a $154.5 million

grant to the UPA between the Washington State Department of

Transportation, King County Metro, and the Puget Sound Regional

Council. The projects included with the Lake Washington Congestion

Management Program include tolling, transit, technology (Smarter

Highways), and carpool and telework programs. The SR 520 UPA

Variable Tolling Project is the tolling component of the Lake Washington

UPA. New transit routes and additional trips to existing routes are also a

part of the Lake Washington Congestion Management Program. For

more information see the project website:

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/LkWaMgt/. 

Also, see Chapter 1 of the Final EIS for more information regarding

project funding.

 

S-002-119

Please see Comment S-002-095. The Preferred Alternative direct

access ramps allow for both HOV and transit.

 

S-002-120

If Options K or L were identified as the Preferred Alternative in the future,

additional detail regarding parking losses, construction effects,
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pedestrian access, and visual quality effects would be provided as

appropriate during final design.

 

S-002-121

Closure of Pacific Street would not be required under the Preferred

Alternative. See Chapter 6 of the Final EIS for information regarding

potential detour routes during construction.

 

S-002-122

The Preferred Alternative would affect five parking spaces on the UW

campus during construction and no spaces during operation. This

represents less than one percent of the overall campus parking supply. 

WSDOT will continue to work with the University of Washington and the

City of Seattle on appropriate mitigation measures parking effects.

 

S-002-123

The suggested design refinements and mitigation measures resulting

from the ESSB 6392 workgroup process, which involved the City of

Seattle and its pedestrian and bicycle advisory boards, King County

Metro, and Sound Transit, are included in the Design Refinements and

Transit Connections Workgroup Recommendations Report (Attachment

16 to the Final EIS). WSDOT will continue to refine mitigation measures

for the project as design is finalized, as mandated by ESSB 6392 and all

applicable federal, state, and local permitting requirements.
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