
I-274-001

Measurements of existing noise levels and modeling of future noise

under the Preferred Alternative were conducted near your location (see

Exhibit 22 of the Noise Discipline Report Addendum).  The existing

sound levels are 61 dB, which is under FHWA's Noise Abatement

Criteria.  Noise levels with the Preferred Alternative would be similar to

existing conditions near your location.

 

I-274-002

The SR 520 corridor west of Montlake Boulevard in the Portage Bay

area would not be lidded. However, in the Roanoke area, the project

does include a new 10th Avenue East/Delmar Drive East lid. See

Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for further information.

 

I-274-003

A quantitative mobile source air toxics (MSAT) emissions analysis is

included in the Air Quality Discipline Report Addendum (Attachment 7 to

the Final EIS). This analysis calculates regional air quality effects. MSAT

emissions would be lower for the Preferred Alternative than emissions

for the No Build Alternative in 2030. The emissions in 2030 would be

significantly lower than existing emissions. The Preferred Alternative

would not cause an adverse effect due to MSAT emissions.

The reason for not studying local air quality effects on East Lake

Washington Boulevard is documented on pages 24 through 25 of the Air

Quality Discipline Report (Attachment 7 to the SDEIS). In summary, a

screening analysis was conducted to determine the five worst-case

intersections. Those intersections were modeled for CO emissions, and

none of them exceeded the NAAQS for CO. it was assumed that if the

modeled intersections do not cause a violation of the NAAQS, then the

other intersections in the study area also would not.

The Montlake Boulevard/Pacific Street intersection was modeled for
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local air quality effects in the Air Quality Discipline Report (for Options A,

K, and L) and the Air Quality Discipline Report Addendum (for the

Preferred Alternative). The analysis of this intersection showed that

under all options CO concentrations would decrease compared to

existing conditions. Further, emissions at this intersection under existing

conditions do not violate the NAAQS, nor would they with the No Build

Alternative, Options A, K, and L, or the Preferred Alternative.

EPA standards for ozone are implemented through regional analysis

rather than through project-level analysis. Accordingly, ozone was

analyzed as part of the Environmental Impact Statement for

Transportation 2040, the regional transportation plan, and is not required

to be addressed in this project-level analysis.

Lead and SO2 are not pollutants of air quality concern for transportation-

related projects (see page 16 of the Air Quality Discipline Report).

 

I-274-004

Since the SDEIS was published, FHWA and WSDOT have identified a

Preferred Alternative that is similar to Option A, but incorporates design

refinements that that respond to community and stakeholder reaction to

the SDEIS. Changes include a revised and expanded Montlake Lid, new

noise reduction strategies, and reduction of the floating bridge height.

These modifications included in the Preferred Alternative are intended to

minimize the effects presented in the SDEIS. WSDOT will continue to

work with communities affected by the SR 520, I-5 to Medina Bridge

Replacement and HOV Project to minimize, avoid, and/or mitigate the

effects of construction and operation. Please see Chapter 2 of the Final

EIS for a description of the Preferred Alternative.

The Preferred Alternative also removes the existing Lake Washington

Boulevard ramps. The result of this and other features of the Preferred

Alternative is a reduction in the trip volumes on Lake Washington
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Boulevard in the Arboretum compared to the No Build Alternative. Under

the Preferred Alternative in 2030, a.m. peak hour volumes on Lake

Washington Boulevard through the Arboretum would be 1,330 vehicles

per hour, compared to 1,950 vehicles per hour with the No Build

Alternative. P.m. peak hour volumes would be 1,410 vehicles per hour

compared to 1,730 with the No Build Alternative. See the Final

Transportation Discipline Report (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS) for

further discussion of trip volumes. As part of the Arboretum Mitigation

Plan (Attachment 9 to the Final EIS), WSDOT has also committed to

fund traffic calming measures along Lake Washington Boulevard and to

work with the Seattle Department of Transportation on further measures

to manage traffic in the Arboretum.
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