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Since the SDEIS was published, WSDOT has identified a Preferred

Alternative that is similar to the 6-lane alternative, Option A, but with a

number of design refinements. See Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for a

description of the Preferred Alternative.
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WSDOT urban designers have been involved in the development of

alternatives throughout the EIS process. After the Final EIS is issued,

FHWA will prepare a Record of Decision (ROD), which will document the

course of action it has decided upon as the federal lead agency.

Although the ROD is the conclusion of the NEPA process and

preliminary engineering, it signals the beginning of project

implementation, during which WSDOT will oversee the engineering

plans, specifications, and estimate development, and construction of the

project.

WSDOT plans to use a combination of design-build and design- bid-build

contracts to both expedite replacement of the vulnerable structures and

to manage coordination of structural elements and features throughout

each geographic area of the transportation facility.  After completion of

the ROD in 2011, the contract for replacement of the floating bridge

would begin. WSDOT will engage the Seattle Design Commission and

other interested parties in the review of urban design guidelines for the

SR 520 facility prior to execution of any engineering plans or

construction contracts.   

 

SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Project



L-002-003

Please see the Visual Quality and Aesthetics Discipline Report

Addendum (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS), which includes viewpoints

included in the SDEIS Visual Quality and Aesthetics Discipline Report,

along with new viewpoints that were suggested by public and agency

comments. Also, see the project website for additional visualizations and

a video of the Preferred Alternative, located at

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/SR520Bridge.htm.
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The Preferred Alternative includes a new bascule bridge located parallel

and directly east of the current Montlake Bridge. Chapter 2 of the Final

EIS describes the new bascule bridge in greater detail. In accordance

with Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill (ESSB) 6392, WSDOT has

worked with various agencies and advisory boards to develop

recommendations for transit improvements, as well as bicycle and

pedestrian connections and amenities. These design refinements are

included in the ESSB 6392: Design Refinements and Transit

Connections Workgroup Recommendations Report (Attachment 16 to

the Final EIS).

With the Preferred Alternative, 3+HOV lanes would be added to

Montlake Boulevard from the SR 520 interchange to the other side of the

Montlake cut. Existing transit-queue jump lanes on NE Pacific Place

eastbound (also for 3+HOV) and Montlake Boulevard southbound would

be retained. Additionally, transit signal priority would be retained where it

currently exists and would be provided at the two new intersections

created by the HOV direct access roadway at 24th Avenue East and

Montlake Boulevard NE. Please see the Final Transportation Discipline

Report (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS) for more information about effects

on transit under the Preferred Alternative.
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The Preferred Alternative would eliminate the existing Lake Washington

Boulevard ramps, and westbound SR 520 traffic would be able to access

Lake Washington Boulevard via a new intersection located on the

Montlake Boulevard lid at 24th Avenue East.

The Preferred Alternative also modifies the Montlake Boulevard

interchange to enhance pedestrian, bicycle, and transit connections.

Modifications include a full lid from Montlake Boulevard to the shoreline

and bus stops for SR 520 routes traveling between the University District

and the Eastside. The intent is to create better pedestrian amenity in the

central part of the Montlake neighborhood while supporting transit use

with a safe and central regional bus stops incorporated in the

transit/HOV direct access ramps (see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS).
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WSDOT has worked to reduce the footprint of the project wherever

possible while complying with safety and operational standards (see

Chapter 2 of the Final EIS). In Portage Bay, the Preferred Alternative

would further reduce effects and reduce the roadway width compared to

Option A by providing a managed shoulder instead of an auxiliary lane.

The corridor has enough width and structural support to allow for future

light rail; therefore, the width of the mainline bridge over Foster Island

was not narrowed as specified in the Nelson Nygaard Report.
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The Preferred Alternative includes noise reduction strategies, such as

four-foot concrete traffic barriers with noise-absorptive coating, a

reduced speed limit on the Portage Bay Bridge, and using noise-

absorptive materials around the Montlake and 10th Avenue East/Delmar

Drive East lid portals. Additionally, the Montlake lid has been expanded

from Montlake Boulevard to the Lake Washington shoreline, and it would

be a full rather than a partial lid.
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The noise reduction strategies included in the Preferred Alternative

would reduce noise levels along the corridor to the point that noise walls

are not recommended in the Seattle portion of the project area, except

potentially along I-5 in the North Capitol Hill area where the

reasonableness and feasibility of a noise wall is still be evaluated. Noise

walls are still recommended for areas in Medina; however, whether or

not noise walls are implemented will be based on input from affected

property owners and the community. See Section 5.7 of the Final EIS

and the Noise Discipline Report Addendum (in Attachment 7 to the Final

EIS) for more information regarding noise reduction strategies, noise

modeling, and noise mitigation under the Preferred Alternative.
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Although the land bridge is not part of the SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge

Replacement and HOV Project, WSDOT has worked with the University

of Washington, the City of Seattle, King County Metro, and Sound

Transit in the conceptual design of the land bridge across Montlake

Boulevard through the process mandated by Engrossed Substitute

Senate Bill 6392. Chapter 7 of the Final Transportation Discipline Report

(Attachment 7 to the Final EIS) includes a discussion of the current

proposal for pedestrian connectivity in the Montlake Triangle.
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WSDOT appreciates the Seattle Design Commission’s interest in the SR

520, I-5 to Medina project and will continue to welcome and consider the

commission’s ideas as the project enters the official City of Seattle

project review process.
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