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Option N, or the No Build Alternative, was evaluated by WSDOT at the

beginning of environmental documentation and serves as the baseline

condition for subsequent review processes. Through an in-depth

analysis of the No Build Alternative, WSDOT concluded that this

alternative would not meet project purpose and need because it would

not increase the mobility of people and goods through the SR 520

corridor. Most important, the Evergreen Point Bridge is increasingly

susceptible to catastrophic failure and must be replaced. The No Build

Alternative does not address this concern and would not increase safety

and reliability. Once completed, the SR 520, I-5 to Medina project would

improve mobility, access, neighborhood connectivity, air quality, and

water quality in the project area.

The Preferred Alternative, developed by WSDOT and FHWA in response

to public and agency comments received after the SDEIS was made

available for public review, is similar to Option A but includes design

refinements that increase safety and mobility while reducing negative

effects. Please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for a description of the

Preferred Alternative.

Under the Variable Tolling Project, tolling is expected to begin in mid-

2011. The purpose of the toll is to reduce congestion and improve travel

time, speed, and reliability and to generate revenue for improving the SR

520 corridor, subject to legislative appropriation.
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In addition to high-occupancy-vehicle (HOV) lanes, the Preferred

Alternative includes refinements that would optimize transit throughout

the I-5 to Medina corridor. Along with and improved transit connectivity,

the modifications would be enhance the project's compatibility with

potential future light rail. The SR 520, I-5 to Medina project could

accommodate light rail by either converting the HOV/transit lanes to light
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rail or by adding light-rail only lanes separate from the HOV lanes (see

Chapter 2 of the Final EIS). However, additional supplemental stability

pontoons would be necessary to support the weight of light rail. Section

2.4 in the Final EIS explains why initial implementation of light rail transit

on SR 520 is not planned.

The SR 520 High-Capacity Transit Plan, which was endorsed in 2008 by

the state, King County Metro Transit, and Sound Transit, found that until

at least 2030, demand for transit in the 520 corridor could be satisfied by

bus rapid transit that runs in HOV/transit lanes – complementing Sound

Transit’s East Link on I-90.

 

C-019-003

Traffic modeling indicates that long-term operation of the Preferred

Alternative, which incorporates sustainable transportation options such

as public transit and HOV lanes, would reduce vehicle miles traveled to

below levels projected for the No Build Alternative. Please see the Final

Transportation Discipline Report (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS) for a

detailed discussion of changes in traffic volume and trips expected under

the Preferred Alternative.

The SR 520 corridor and the local side streets are parts of a public

facility and cannot be regulated in the suggested manner. However, with

the expected reduction in corridor congestion and increased transit

opportunities, streets adjacent to SR 520 could experience less cut-

through traffic with the Preferred Alternative. Please see Chapters 5 and

6 of the Final Transportation Discipline Report (Attachment 9 to the Final

EIS) for a discussion of the changes in traffic volume and operation

associated with the Preferred Alternative.

The City of Seattle retains exclusive jurisdiction of on-street parking

areas adjacent to city park properties. Through the workgroup process

established by Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill (ESSB) 6392, WSDOT
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has worked with the City of Seattle and many other stakeholders to

consider design refinements and transit planning for the Preferred

Alternative. The process culminated with the publication of a report that

includes specific recommendations for transit connectivity and additional

bus stop locations. WSDOT incorporated these recommendations into

the Preferred Alternative and expects the additional transit opportunities

to alleviate parking and congestion issues on streets adjacent to the I-5

to Medina corridor. Please see the Final Recommendations Report in

Attachment 16 to the Final EIS.
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Compared with the No Build Alternative, the Preferred Alternative would

improve traffic operations on SR 520 and in the Montlake interchange

area. In accordance with the requirements of ESSB 6392, WSDOT has

worked with the Seattle Department of Transportation, King County

Metro, and Sound Transit to develop design refinements for an

enhanced configuration and connectivity in the Montlake interchange

area. The design refinements would make traffic movement in the area

safer and more efficient while also enhancing safety and mobility for

pedestrians and cyclists. The design refinements are included in the

6392: Design Refinements and Transit Connections Workgroup

Recommendations Report (Attachment 16 to the Final EIS) and in

Chapter 7 of the Final Transportation Discipline Report (Attachment 7to

the Final EIS).
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After analyzing a range of alternatives documented in the SDEIS,

WSDOT and FHWA developed a Preferred Alternative that satisfies the

project purpose and need and minimizes adverse environmental effects.

The Preferred Alternative would not eliminate bus service or force the

public to use light rail; rather, it would provide infrastructure for bus

service and transit connectivity throughout the I-5 to Medina corridor.

Light rail is not incorporated as part of the initial design of the new
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Evergreen Point Bridge, although the project will be designed to

accommodate light rail in the future should the regional deciision to add

light rail be made and funded. Sound Transit, the regional agency with

responsibility for light rail, will determine whether there is appropriate

demand and necessity for light rail on SR 520 in future years.

 

C-019-006

The Evergreen Point Bridge is vulnerable to failure in a severe

windstorm, and the Portage Bay Bridge does not meet current seismic

standards and could collapse in an earthquake. A failure of either bridge

or its approach structures could cause serious injury or loss of life and

would overwhelm regional highways with rerouted traffic. The Preferred

Alternative would improve safety and mobility in the SR 520 corridor by

replacing these vulnerable bridges and adding HOV lanes to move

people more efficiently by enhanced transit and carpooling.

Affected jurisdictions; community groups; local, state, and federal

agencies; and affected tribal organizations have been involved in the I-5

to Medina project throughout the development and analysis of the

alternatives and design options. The Preferred Alternative, developed by

WSDOT and FHWA, reflects the results of this coordination by

increasing mobility and safety while reducing adverse environmental

effects of the project.
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