
I-291-001

Comment noted. Chapter 1 of the SDEIS provides an overview of how

Options A, K, and L were developed. Attachment 8 to the SDEIS, Range

of Alternatives and Options Evaluated describes the history of the

alternatives and options considered for the EIS.
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I-291-002

Comment noted. WSDOT received a number of comments in support of

and in opposition to Options A, K, and L and the suboptions to these

options. These opinions are summarized in the Supplemental Draft

Environmental Impact Statement Summary of Comments (WSDOT, April

2010), available at

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/SR520Bridge/SDEIS.htm.

 

I-291-003

The Air Quality Discipline Report Addendum (Attachment 7 to the Final

EIS) includes a quantitative analysis of pollutant emissions during

construction, and a list of mitigation measures to address the potential

effects. Emission factors typically decrease by year as older and less

efficient equipment are phased out. The greatest amount of emissions

would be produced at the Evergreen Point Bridge and Eastside

Transition areas because this location requires the most support

equipment, haul truck trips, and worker commute trips. The tug boats

used for this construction area contribute the majority of the NOx and CO

emissions. There are no state or local guidelines for evaluating the

degree of impact from construction pollutant emissions. See the

Potential Effects section of the Addendum.

The Addendum also includes a quantitative analysis of mobile source air

toxics emissions associated with project operation, and an expanded

discussion related to health effects associated with air quality. Air toxics

is an emerging field and current scientific techniques, tools, and data are

not sufficient to accurately estimate human health effects that would

result from a transportation project in a way that would be useful to

decision-makers in a National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) context.

 

I-291-004

WSDOT compensates for real property acquisitions only in accordance

with the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition
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Policies Act of 1970, as amended. If the project results in “real” property

impacts (fee area acquisitions) the owner will be compensated fairly. In

addition to paying the owner the market value for the property needed for

the project, owners are also to be paid for any loss in market value

(damages) to the remaining portion of the affected property.

The value of real estate cannot be predicted with any certainty; thus

assessing a project’s effect on the value of private property would be

speculation at best. The NEPA process avoids such speculation when

supporting evidence is lacking.

As stated in the WSDOT handbook Transportation Property Needs and

You (http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/NR/rdonlyres/EAC145C0-9CC9-4B3A-

A766-DC1EEA698D85/0/TranspPropNeedsNEW.pdf): "Your rights as a

property owner and the rights of the state are well defined under the

laws. These rights are designed to safeguard you, as the owner, from

receiving less than the market value for your property to which you are

entitled. At the same time, it prevents the state from making payments

which would be unfair to the taxpayers whose funds make the

improvement of our transportation facilities possible. Mitigation for noise

and air quality effects are included in Chapter 3 of the Final EIS. WSDOT

will continue to work with adjacent communities to better understand the

potential impacts of construction and to jointly develop mitigation

measures."

 

I-291-005

Comment noted.

 

I-291-006

Option A would not "destroy the Montlake Bridge" as stated in the

comment. The SDEIS noted that it would experience an effect as a

historic resource. The project would result in effects that would diminish

the integrity of the bridge as a historic resource; however, effects would
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be mitigated as stipulated in the Section 106 Programmatic Agreement.

See Section 5.6 of the SDEIS and Final EIS for further information, and

the Section 106 Programmatic Agreement in Attachment 9 to the Final

EIS.

All of the Options evaluated in the SDEIS were shown to reduce traffic

on Montlake Boulevard E in the Shelby-Hamlin vicinity. Option K would

result in the greatest decrease at that location, but would increase traffic

north of that area on NE Pacific Street and Montlake Boulevard NE.

Option K would also result in increased traffic through the Arboretum.

Although Option A would a smaller decrease in traffic on Montlake

Boulevard E, it would also result in decreases on NE Pacific Street,

Montlake Boulevard NE, and through the Arboretum. Improvements in

traffic operations in the SR 520 corridor as a result of improved

shoulders, lane configurations, and ramp designs would benefit traffic

operations on Montlake Boulevard by reducing the level of congestion

from SR 520 that affects Montlake Boulevard traffic flow. Further, the

second bascule bridge would create lane continuity between the

Montlake Cut and the SR 520 Montlake interchange, which would

improve traffic operations compared to the No Build Alternative. See the

Final Transportation Discipline Report (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS) for

further information.

The Preferred Alternative includes a considerably larger Montlake lid

than any of the SDEIS options. The lid would run from Montlake

Boulevard to the Lake Washington shoreline.

To help improve the connection between SR 520 and I-5, the SR 520, I-5

to Medina project includes a new reversible HOV ramp that will connect

to the existing I-5 reversible express lanes south of SR 520. Section 5.1

of the SDEIS and Chapter 5 of the Transportation Discipline Report

(Attachment 7 to the SDEIS) describe the effects of Option A on this

interchange. Section 5.1 of the Final EIS and the Final Transportation
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Discipline Report (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS) update this information

for the Preferred Alternative.

 

I-291-007

Comment noted.
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I-291-008

The Final EIS and Final Cultural Resources Assessment and Discipline

Report address historically significant activities at the Seattle Yacht Club,

and the effects of the project on these activities. See Sections 4.6, 5.6,

and 6.6 of the Final EIS.

See Sections 5.5 and 5.7 of the Final EIS for descriptions of effects on

visual quality and noise, respectively.
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