
I-297-001

The design refinements in the Preferred Alternative respond to

comments made on the SDEIS and to WSDOT’s work with many project

stakeholders under Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill (ESSB) 6392,

which was passed by the Washington State Legislature in 2010.

The Preferred Alternative includes a second bascule bridge parallel to

the Montlake Bridge, similar to Option A.

The University of Washington is responsible for the Rainier Vista Project,

which would lower NE Pacific Place and the Burke Gilman Trail.  The

Rainier Vista Project is not part of the SR 520, I-5 to Medina Project,

however WSDOT is coordinating with the UW on issues of transit and

pedestrian connectivity at the Montlake Triangle.

The SR 520, I-5 to Medina project would improve traffic operations on

SR 520 and its interchanges. As part of the Arboretum Mitigation Plan,

WSDOT has also committed to fund traffic calming measures along Lake

Washington Boulevard and to work with the Seattle Department of

Transportation on further measures to manage traffic in the Arboretum.

The Preferred Alternative would include removing the Lake Washington

Boulevard Ramps, and replacing the function of the current Lake

Washington Boulevard off-ramp at a revised Montlake interchange

located on the new Montlake lid. The Preferred Alternative design for the

Portage Bay Bridge includes a managed shoulder rather than an

auxiliary lane. See Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for a description of the

Preferred Alternative.

 

I-297-002

The amount of NOAA NWFSC property required for implementation of

the project has been considerably reduced with the Preferred Alternative,

which includes an alignment shift to the south at the east end of the new

Portage Bay Bridge. A complete description of the Preferred Alternative
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is in Chapter 2 of the Final EIS. See the Land Use, Economics, and

Relocations Discipline Report Addendum in Attachment 7 to the Final

EIS for a description of property acquisitions and easements required for

project implementation.

 

I-297-003

Since publication of the SDEIS, WSDOT has developed a Preferred

Alternative, which is similar to Option A but with a number of design

refinements that would improve mobility and safety while reducing

negative effects.  Chapter 2 of the Final EIS describes the Preferred

Alternative. The Final Transportation Discipline Report in Attachment 7

to the Final EIS provides new analysis of congestion and access

restrictions around the Montlake Boulevard and Portage Bay under the

Preferred Alternative.

Page 6-2 in Chapter 6 of the Final EIS Transportation Discipline Report

describes current conditions at the westbound off- and on-ramps at

Montlake Boulevard.  Currently drivers traveling northbound on Montlake

Boulevard NE trying to access SR 520 westbound must make a U-turn at

the Montlake Boulevard/East Hamlin Street intersection.  Similarly,

drivers who use the SR 520 westbound off-ramp to access areas south

of the interchange need to aggressively merge across two northbound

through lanes to access the U-turn to travel southbound on Montlake

Boulevard.  Both of these conditions constrain northbound through traffic

on Montlake Boulevard, create an unsafe environment, worsen

congestion, and create backups onto the freeway.

With the Preferred Alternative, the Montlake Boulevard/westbound SR

520 ramp intersection would be signalized and a northbound left turn

from Montlake Boulevard onto westbound SR 520 would be allowed. 

With this configuration, the Montlake Boulevard/westbound SR 520 ramp

intersection is expected to operate acceptably at LOS C in the year

2030.  Access from westbound SR 520 to areas south of the interchange
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area would be provided via 24th Avenue East.  These changes would

eliminate the existing northbound bottleneck at the Montlake

Boulevard/East Hamlin Street intersection, reduce northbound

congestion, and improve safety in the area.  As shown in Exhibit 6-3 in

Chapter 6 of the Final Transportation Discipline Report, with the

Preferred Alternative, intersections in this area would operate at

acceptable conditions and/or better than the No Build Alternative.

The Preferred Alternative would result in no adverse effect to access to

the Seattle Yacht Club or NOAA Fisheries Center.

 

I-297-004

Comment noted. The Preferred Alternative would include removing the

Lake Washington Boulevard Ramps, and replace the function of the

existing Lake Washington Boulevard off-ramp at a revised Montlake

interchange located on the new Montlake lid. The Preferred Alternative

design for the Portage Bay Bridge has reduced the width by including a

managed shoulder rather than an auxiliary lane.

 

I-297-005

Since the SDEIS was published, FHWA and WSDOT have identified a

Preferred Alternative that is most similar to Option A, but includes a

number of design refinements that minimize the effects presented in the

SDEIS. These refinements respond to comments made on the SDEIS

and to WSDOT’s work with many project stakeholders under Engrossed

Substitute Senate Bill (ESSB) 6392, which was passed by the

Washington State Legislature in 2010. See Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for

a description of the planning process and the Preferred Alternative. One

of WSDOT’s key efforts under ESSB 6392 was to work with the

Arboretum and Botanical Garden Committee (ABCG), of which the

Arboretum Foundation is a member, to identify appropriate mitigation for

the impacts of the I-5 to Medina project on the Arboretum. This work

involved review of the Arboretum Master Plan and commitments by
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WSDOT to provide funding toward a number of projects in the plan. This

8-month coordination effort resulted in the Arboretum Mitigation Plan,

which is included in Attachment 9 of the Final EIS.
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I-297-006

Since publication of the SDEIS, WSDOT has identified a Preferred

Alternative with 6 lanes and a managed shoulder across Portage Bay.

Section 5.1 of the Final EIS describes the freeway operation and travel

time benefits that would result from this modification.

 

I-297-007

Comment noted.
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I-297-008

The Preferred Alternative would not include construction of any new

ramps in the Arboretum, and would remove both the existing Lake

Washington Boulevard ramps and the R.H. Thomson Expressway

ramps. Access to Lake Washington Boulevard by westbound SR 520

traffic would be moved to a new intersection located on the Montlake

Boulevard lid at 24th Avenue East.

 

I-297-009

Comment noted.

 

I-297-010

The Preferred Alternative would not include construction of any new

ramps in the Arboretum, and would remove both the existing Lake

Washington Boulevard ramps and the R.H. Thomson Expressway

ramps. Access to Lake Washington Boulevard by westbound SR 520

traffic would be moved to a new intersection located on the Montlake

Boulevard lid at 24th Avenue East.

One of WSDOT’s key efforts under ESSB 6392 was to work with the

Arboretum and Botanical Garden Committee (ABCG), of which the

Arboretum Foundation is a member, to identify appropriate mitigation for

the impacts of the I-5 to Medina project on the Arboretum. This work

involved review of the Arboretum Master Plan and commitments by

WSDOT to provide funding toward a number of projects in the plan. This

8-month coordination effort resulted in the Arboretum Mitigation Plan,

which is included in Attachment 9 of the Final EIS.

 

I-297-011

Please see the response to comment I-297-006.

 

SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Project



SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Project



SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Project



SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Project



SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Project



I-297-012

Please see the response to comment I-297-006.
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